Minutes of the Meeting of the Hound Parish Council held on Monday 15 February 2010 at Hound Parish Hall, Woolston Road, Butlocks Heath, Southampton, SO31 5FR, commencing at 7.00pm

PRESENT: Cllr Palframan in the Chair, Cllr West (Vice-Chair) Cllrs Airey, Forder, Hawkins, McNulty, Parker, Mrs Queen and Mrs Wyse.  Also present: six members of the public, Mrs Sue Hobbs Parish Clerk and Mrs Zöe Brogan Assistant Parish Clerk.

314. TO RECEIVE AND ACCEPT APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies were received from Cllr Jackson for personal reasons.  A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of accepting the apologies received.

RESOLVED: That the apologies received be accepted.

(Power used: Local Government Act 1972 s85)
315. TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL OR PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS ON ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

Cllrs Airey and McNulty declared their interests in items 329 and 330 on the agenda, as they are both Eastleigh Borough Councillors.  A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of accepting the declarations of interests received.

RESOLVED: That the declarations of interest made be accepted.

(Power used: Local Government Act 2000 as amended by the Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct Order) 2007 Para 12(2))

316. TO RECEIVE RESOLUTION TO SUSPEND STANDING ORDERS FOR NO MORE THAN FIFTEEN MINUTES TO ALLOW MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC PRESENT TO RAISE QUESTIONS ON ISSUES NOT INCLUDED IN THE AGENDA

The Chair invited questions from members of the public present, on issues not included in the agenda.  No questions were received therefore there was no requirement to suspend Standing Orders.

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

No questions were received.

317. TO RECEIVE RESOLUTION TO RESUME STANDING ORDERS 

As Standing Orders had not been suspended, there was no requirement to resume Standing Orders.

318. TO RECEIVE BOROUGH COUNCILLOR’S WRITTEN REPORT
Neither Cllr Airey nor Cllr McNulty had provided a written report, but Cllr Parker had approached Cllr Airey prior to the meeting regarding conflicting information about the proposed replenishment of the beach at Netley Abbey.  The Chair invited Cllr Airey to respond with updated information from EBC.

319. QUESTIONS TO BOROUGH COUNCILLOR ARISING FROM WRITTEN REPORT
Cllr Airey advised that he had made enquiries with Alun Brown EBC, who commented that the material from Southampton Approach Dredge was considered to be unsuitable to use for beach replenishment at Netley Abbey, as it could destroy shell fishery, affect salmon migration and thus have a potentially adverse effect on the actual dredge itself.  It was suggested that Alun Brown be invited to attend the next council meeting on 8 March 2010 to explain the situation more fully, as the exhibition held at Abbey Hall on 3 February 2010 had suggested that replenishment would proceed.

320. TO RECEIVE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 25 JANUARY 2010
The Chair itemised the minutes for accuracy.  

(311) Cllr Parker wished to record his refusal to vote on this item, rather than his abstention to vote.

A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of accepting the minutes of the meeting held on 25 January 2010, together with the amendment, as a true record of the meeting.

RESOLVED: That the minutes of the meeting held on 25 January 2010, together with the amendment, be accepted as a true record of the meeting.

(Power used: Local Government Act 1972 Schedule 12 Para 41(1)

321. TO RECEIVE THE PARISH CLERK’S PROGRESS REPORT (FOR INFORMATION ONLY)
(5) Butlocks Heath Skateramp – it had been suggested that the erosion of soil surrounding the base of the skateramp was such that an extension to the base was required.  The Parish Clerk was asked to seek quotations for this work.

(10) Boundary Review – a letter had been received from Bernie Topham, Chief Executive of EBC, which had been copied to all Councillors prior to the meeting.  Ms Topham expressed her satisfaction that the review process had been correctly conducted by EBC, but apologised for any upset or concern caused to Hound Parish Council by EBC.  It was agreed to remove this item from the Clerk’s report.

(16) Councillors’ Allowances – a further e-mail had been sent to Dr Mercer as Chair of the Eastleigh District Association of Parish & Town Councils (EDAPTC), but no response had been received to date.

(23) Hound Parish Hall canopy - Hound Parish Council had agreed in principle to the installation and the planning application would be referred to the Planning Committee meeting to be held on 1 March 2010,

(29) Car boot entrance/exit – it was noted that this issue has been resolved and it was agreed to remove this item from the Clerk’s report.

(30) Cunningham Gardens cycleway – this issue has been delegated to the BHH LAC Co-ordinator to resolve.

(38) Reading Rooms plaque – no response has been received from Winchester Diocese and the Parish Clerk was asked to contact the priest of St Leonard’s & St Paul’s church direct, to request the return of the plaque.

(40) Station Road kickwall repair – the Parish Clerk advised that the Grounds staff were having difficulty in sourcing the appropriate materials for the repair to be conducted in house, but that this issue was being dealt with.

322. TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS
A query was received regarding the electricity account for Abbey Hall and it was highlighted that Cllr Hawkins would be assessing the previous energy accounts for the premises, for referral to the Council meeting to be held on 8 March 2010. A further query was received regarding the account for the Hamble-Warsash Ferry Company, which the Parish Clerk advised was for the annual slipway clean at The Hard.  A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of accepting the accounts as presented to be paid.

RESOLVED: That the accounts as presented be paid.

(Power used: Local Government Act 1972 Schedule 12 section 151)

323. TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE MONTH END BALANCES FOR DECEMBER 2009 (REFERRED FROM COUNCIL 25 JANUARY 2010, COPIES TO ALL COUNCILLORS 8 FEBRUARY 2010)

The balance for cashbook 1 was noted as being £1000.00, cashbook 2 as £161,040.50, cashbook 3 as £291.32 and cashbook 4 as £94,099.61.  A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of approving the month end balances as at 31 December 2009.

RESOLVED: That the balances for cashbooks 1, 2, 3 and 4 as at 31 December 2009 be approved.

324. TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE QUARTERLY BALANCE SHEET TO 31 DECEMBER 2009 (COPIES TO ALL COUNCILLORS 8 FEBRUARY 2010)

A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of approving the balance sheet showing a total equity of £258,411.00 as at 31 December 2009.

RESOLVED: That the balance sheet showing a total equity of £258,411.00 as at 31 December 2009 be approved.

325. TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE MONTH END BALANCES FOR JANUARY 2010 (COPIES TO ALL COUNCILLORS 12 FEBRUARY 2010) 

The balance for cashbook 1 was noted as being £1000.00, cashbook 2 as £153,402.27, cashbook 3 as £424.32 and cashbook 4 as £94,099.61.  A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of approving the month end balances as at 31 January 2010.

RESOLVED: That the balances for cashbooks 1, 2, 3 and 4 as at 31 January 2010 be approved.

326. TO RECEIVE MINUTES OF PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 11 NOVEMBER 2009 (COPIED TO ALL COUNCILLORS 2 FEBRUARY 2010)
As the Planning Committee is a delegated committee of Hound Parish Council, there was no requirement to approve the minutes at a Council meeting, as they are approved at each subsequent Committee meeting.  The minutes from the meeting held on 11 November 2009 were therefore received.

327. TO RECEIVE MINUTES OF PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 11 JANUARY 2010 (REFERRED FROM COUNCIL 25 JANUARY 2010, COPIED TO ALL COUNCILLORS 2 FEBRUARY 2010)
The minutes from the meeting held on 11 January 2010 were received.

328. TO RECEIVE MINUTES OF PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 8 FEBRUARY 2010 (COPIES TO ALL COUNCILLORS 9 FEBRUARY 2010)

The minutes of the meeting held on 8 February 2010 were received.

329. TO RECEIVE AND RESOLVE TERMS OF TRANSFER OF LAND AT WOOLSTON ROAD, BUTLOCKS HEATH FROM EBC 

Cllrs Airey and McNulty had declared their interest in this item, both being Councillors for EBC and withdrew from the meeting.  The terms of the transfer were discussed, together with advice received from Hound Parish Council’s solicitor, that the rights of EBC to enter on to the land for maintenance purposes should also include reference to a requirement to make good any damage caused.  A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of accepting the terms of the transfer, to include the observations received from Hound Parish Council’s solicitor with regard to making good any damage caused.

RESOLVED: That Hound Parish Council accepts the terms of the transfer, to include the observations received from Hound Parish Council’s solicitor with regard to making good any damage caused.

Discussion followed regarding the application to register the land as a village green, the process for which was ongoing.  It appeared that EBC was unwilling to withdraw its objection to the village green application, as it would not wish for the covenants to be highly restricted.  In addition, EBC want a restrictive covenant placed on the land during the transfer procedure such that Hound Parish Council would not be able to make the land anything other than open space.  It was noted that it would be preferable for the property to be transferred to Hound Parish Council without any restrictive covenants being imposed.  The possibility of suspending the village green application was suggested and that information was required from Hound Parish Council’s solicitor whether it would be possible to resume the process after the transfer from EBC.  A proposal was received to enquire if it was possible to suspend the village green application and to examine the restrictive covenants placed on the transfer by EBC.  

When the transfer is complete, that resumption of the village green application is considered.  The proposal was seconded and five votes received in favour and two votes against.

RESOLVED: That enquiries be made with Hound Parish Council’s solicitor as to the possibility of suspending the village green application and to examine the restrictive covenants placed on the transfer by EBC.  When the transfer is complete, that resumption of the village green application is considered.

A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of suspending Standing Orders for a further thirty minutes to allow the remaining business on the agenda to be transacted.

RESOLVED: That Standing Orders be suspended for a further thirty minutes to allow the remaining business on the agenda to be transacted.

330. TO RECEIVE AND RESOLVE TERMS OF TRANSFER OF LAND AT KING GEORGE V PLAYING FIELD, OLD NETLEY FROM EBC

Having declared their prejudicial interest in this item, Cllrs Airey and McNulty remained excluded from the meeting whilst this issue was discussed.  It was noted by Hound Parish Council’s solicitor that the draft transfer was of a standard format, which would not allow for further amendments.  A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of accepting the terms of the transfer from EBC to Hound Parish Council.

RESOLVED: That the terms of the transfer of land at King George V Playing Field, Old Netley, be accepted.

(Cllrs Airey and McNulty rejoined the meeting)

331. TO RECEIVE, DISCUSS AND RESOLVE NOTES OF STATION ROAD RECREATION GROUND MEETING HELD ON 8 FEBRUARY 2010 

The Chair invited Cllr West to speak about the meeting held on 8 February 2010, the notes for which were distributed to all Councillors prior to the meeting.  As some issues were considered confidential, a proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of excluding the public whilst these items were discussed.

RESOLVED: That the public and press be excluded from Confidential Matters to be discussed.

(Power used: Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 ss(2))

Discussion took place regarding the terms and conditions of existing hirers and the requirement for all user groups to be treated equally.  Deposits and pitch fees were discussed, in addition to costs for football and rugby posts and moveable perimeter posts.  It was highlighted that the Tankerville Sports Pavilion had been built to encourage use by a variety of sports teams.  A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of re-admitting the public to the meeting.

RESOLVED: That the public be re-admitted to the meeting.

(Power used: Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 ss(2))

The Chair invited one representative of Netley Central Sports FC to speak, who voiced concern that if permission were given to the rugby league club to use the facility, this would be to the detriment of local people.  The Chair then invited a representative of the rugby league club to speak, who commented that the club is already part of the community at Hamble Community Sports College and wishes to play a further active part in the community at Station Road recreation ground.  

A proposal was received to permit Southampton Spitfires RLFC to use Station Road recreation ground on broadly the same terms and conditions discussed with Hound Parish Council in September 2009, confirmation of logistical and financial queries to be finalised prior to the next meeting to be held on 8 March 2010.  The proposal was seconded and voted to accept by six votes in favour and three votes against.  Cllrs Airey, McNulty and Parker wished to have their votes against the proposal recorded.  

RESOLVED: That Southampton Spitfires RLFC is permitted to use Station Road recreation ground on broadly the same terms and conditions discussed with Hound Parish Council in September 2009, confirmation of logistical and financial queries to be finalised prior to the next meeting to be held on 8 March 2010.

332. TO RECEIVE AND DISCUSS NOTES OF MEETING HELD ON 1 FEBRUARY 2010 RE: INTRODUCTION OF A PARISH PLAN FOR HOUND AND TO APPLY FOR FUNDING FROM THE COMMUNITY STRATEGY FUND
The informal meeting held on 1 February 2010 had highlighted that a Parish Plan is not produced by the parish council, but is facilitated in the first instance, as a leading community organisation.  Hound Parish Council can promote the creation of a Plan, but it is essentially created by the people, for the people.  A steering group would be required to take the Plan forward and it was recommended that the Group should include two parish councillors as representatives of Hound Parish Council.  Small grants are available from Hampshire County Council and whilst other funding may be available from EBC and Hound Parish Council, it was stressed it is not a piece of work to be undertaken by the Parish Office staff.  A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of Hound Parish Council making a commitment to the creation of a Parish Plan and to apply for initial funding from HCC.

RESOLVED: That Hound Parish Council makes a commitment to the creation of a Parish Plan and applies for initial funding from HCC.

333. TO RECEIVE, DISCUSS AND RESOLVE TO APPROACH EBC FOR A TRAFFIC LIGHT CONTROLLED PEDESTRIAN CROSSING IN HOUND ROAD (REFERRED FROM COUNCIL 25 JANUARY 2010)
As this issue was not considered to be urgent, it was agreed to defer it to the next meeting to be held on 8 March 2010.

334. TO RECEIVE, DISCUSS AND RESOLVE LETTER FROM PRIORY ROAD ALLOTMENT HOLDER RE: TRANSFER OF TENANCY
The Chair read from the letter received from the Priory Road allotment holder and a proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of agreeing to the transfer of the tenancy into joint names, under the circumstances.

RESOLVED: That the allotment plot is transferred into joint names as requested, under the circumstances.

335. TO RECEIVE AND DISCUSS LETTER RECEIVED FROM HOUND PARISH COUNCIL’S SOLICITORS REGARDING ABBEY HALL
As this issue was relatively complex, it was agreed to refer it to the next meeting to be held on 8 March 2010.

336. TO RECEIVE COUNCILLORS’ RESOLUTIONS AS PER STANDING ORDER 13 (A)
No resolutions were received.

337. TO RECEIVE REPORTS AND ISSUES (FOR INFORMATION ONLY)
(i) Cllr McNulty’s report re: Local Council Tax 2010 – 2011 (copied to all Cllrs 3 February 2010).  
(ii) Cllr Parker’s report re: Castle recreation ground beacon (copies to all Councillors 1 February 2010).  
(iii) Survey from HALC (response required by 10 March 2010).  
(iv) NALC Development Strategy & Business Plan 2010 – 2015 consultation (response required by 12 March 2010).  

(v) Receive Police report for January 2010.  
(vi) Request from EBC for Speed Limit Reminder site.  
Due to time constraints, it was agreed to refer these issues to the meeting to be held on 8 March 2010.

338. DATE AND PLACE OF NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting was scheduled to take place on Monday 8 March 2010 at Abbey Hall, Victoria Road, Netley Abbey, Southampton, SO31 5FA, commencing at 7.00pm.

The meeting closed at 9.30pm.
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