Minutes of the Meeting of the Hound Parish Council held on Monday 4 January 2010 at Abbey Hall, Victoria Road, Netley Abbey, Southampton, SO31 5FA, commencing at 7.00pm

PRESENT: Cllr Palframan in the Chair, Cllrs Airey, Forder, Hawkins, Jackson, Parker and Mrs Wyse.  Also present: Mrs Sue Hobbs Parish Clerk.

265. TO RECEIVE AND ACCEPT APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies were received from Cllrs McNulty who was attending another meeting and Cllrs Mrs Queen and West for personal reasons.  A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of accepting the apologies received.

RESOLVED: That the apologies received be accepted.

(Power used: Local Government Act 1972 s85)
266. TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL OR PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS ON ITEMS ON THE AGENDA
Cllr Airey declared his interest in item 277 as he has proposed to the LAC the kerb build-out and 278(i) as he lives a short distance from Pickwell Farm.  The Chair and Cllrs Forder and Mrs Wyse declared their interests in item 276 as they are plot holders at Butlocks Heath and Priory Road allotment sites.  A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of accepting the declarations of interests received.

RESOLVED: That the declarations of interest made be accepted.

(Power used: Local Government Act 2000 as amended by the Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct Order) 2007 Para 12(2))

267. TO RECEIVE RESOLUTION TO SUSPEND STANDING ORDERS FOR NO MORE THAN FIFTEEN MINUTES TO ALLOW MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC PRESENT TO RAISE QUESTIONS ON ISSUES NOT INCLUDED IN THE AGENDA
As no members of the public were present, Standing Orders were not suspended.

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

No members of the public were present.

268. TO RECEIVE RESOLUTION TO RESUME STANDING ORDERS 

As members of the public were not present, there was no requirement to resume Standing Orders after suspension.

269. TO RECEIVE BOROUGH COUNCILLOR’S WRITTEN REPORT
Cllr Airey opened his report by speaking about the bus stop build-out at Victoria Road, near the former Red Lion, which will be constructed week commencing 11 January 2010, after consultation took place in June 2004.  Two extra car parking spaces will be created at the same time.

At the LAC meeting to be held on 7 January 2010, the new planning application for The Station public house site will be received, for the housing element of the previous application only.  A recommendation to provide the funding of £7240.00 for a new roundabout at Station Road recreation ground will also be received.

Cllr Airey also advised there had been an interim meeting with HCC Highways on 3 December 2009, which replaced the Hampshire Action Team (HAT) meeting, as all HAT meetings are currently suspended and are under review.  Maintenance works at Station Approach/Waverley Court, Grange Road and Ingleside have all been approved and a submission for works at Denzil Avenue and the footpath from Denzil Avenue-Hunt Avenue has been proposed.

Speed limit reviews at Portsmouth Road Old Netley and Hamble Lane, south of Hound roundabout are also ongoing.

Cllr Airey concluded his report by noting that there had been no recent changes to the 16/16A and 72 bus services, but that there would be changes to the Sunday service for route 80, following HCC’s review of subsidy support.

The Chair thanked Cllr Airey for his report and invited questions to be asked by the Members present.

270. QUESTIONS TO BOROUGH COUNCILLOR ARISING FROM WRITTEN REPORT

Cllr Jackson enquired if the planning application for The Station should be for the whole site, including the previous proposal for a convenience store and offices, which Cllr Airey noted, but as had been explained in the past, there was the possibility of an appeal being made for the non-residential element.

Cllr Parker highlighted his concern regarding the lack of lighting at Denzil Avenue-Hunt Avenue and outside the Queens View shops, Cllr Airey advised the latter was due to an error in transferring ownership to Saxon Weald, the owners of the Rotary Court site.  The transfer back to HCC was in progress and the supply would be reconnected as soon as practicable.  

Cllr Airey made Members aware that it had not been possible to access the Denzil Avenue-Hunt Avenue footpath with the equipment required to repair the lights, but anticipated updated information being provided in the near future.  

Cllr Parker also commented that the verges in the Rotary Court/Castle Road area were being damaged by contractors’ vehicles, but the current weather conditions should be taken into account before any remedial work was undertaken.  It was also noted that there was damage to verges at Priory Road open space by residents and visitors to the schools parking their cars and that railings or other measures may be required to prevent further damage.  In the interim, the schools had made a request via their newsletters for parents not to park inconsiderately.

271. TO RECEIVE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 14 DECEMBER 2009
The Chair itemised the minutes for accuracy.  It was noted that Cllr Airey’s name had been misspelled at item 241 and that Paul McLeod’s report received at Public Question Time appeared to be a direct quote and which could be précised for ease of reference.  

It was noted that item 247 should be deleted and read that ‘ a proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of accepting the minutes as a true record of the meeting of the meeting held on 30 November 2009’ and that the resolution should reflect the narrative.

A query was raised regarding the choice of the word ‘electrification’ in respect of the Parish Office door.

Items 242, 257 and 260 required the inclusion of a resolution to reflect the narrative.

A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of accepting the minutes, together with the amendments, as a true record of the meeting held on 14 December 2009.

RESOLVED: That the minutes of the meeting held on 14 December 2009, together with the amendments, be accepted as a true record of the meeting.

(Power used: Local Government Act 1972 Schedule 12 Para 41(1)

272. TO RECEIVE THE PARISH CLERK’S PROGRESS REPORT (FOR INFORMATION ONLY)
(3) Beach Lane footpath – the Parish Clerk had met with contractors on site earlier in the day on their first day of work.

(4) The Hard official opening – Cllr Parker suggested that Fiona Wynne of the Crown Estate and Cllr Airey in his capacity as Chair of the LAC be invited to cut a celebration ribbon at the site on Monday 25 January 2010 at 2.00pm and that the Daily Echo be asked to cover the event.  It was also suggested that tea and coffee be provided at the Parish Office afterwards.  The Parish Clerk advised that the Crown Estate grant of £10,000.00 had been credited to Hound Parish Council’s account.

(8) Parish Office frontage – the Parish Clerk advised that she had received a response from Hound Parish Council’s solicitor regarding the Landlord’s contribution to the cost of the installation.  It was suggested that Cllr McNulty be consulted regarding this issue.  Cllr Forder asked for the installation of an electric opening device for the Parish Office door should be included in the Clerk’s report for action.  

(10) Abbey Hall & Hound Parish Hall energy grants – the Chair advised that the Deputy Parish Clerk had confirmed that all grants from EBC had now been received and Members agreed that this item should be removed.

(21) BT telephone boxes – the Parish Clerk advised the box at the corner of Station Road/Captains Place had not yet been included in the EBC website.

(23) TSP youth drop-in – the drop-in sessions were due to re-start 4 January 2010.

(24) Hound Parish Hall canopy – Cllr Mrs Wyse enquired as to the progress of this issue, which the Parish Clerk advised was not a Council project, but one being dealt with by Woolston Road Pre-school.

(30) Shellfish collection – it was noted that this issue had been successfully dealt with, with the help of the public.

(31) Car boot site – Cllr Airey reported there was no further information on this issue.

(32) Cunningham Gardens – it was noted that there should not be reference to a cycleway, but a pathway and that this issue would be discussed by the LAC in the future.

(36) Staff/Member Protocol – the Chair would meet with the Parish Clerk and Deputy Parish Clerk in the near future.

(37) Co-op trolleys – this issue was being considered by EBC Enforcement Officers.

(38) Land at Portsmouth Road/Beverley Gardens – a response had been received from HCC that a recommendation would be made to purchase the land from hound Parish Council.

(39) Parish Plan – a reply had been received from Amber Skyring First Wessex Housing that she would be willing to attend an evening meeting.  The Parish Clerk had drafted a preliminary questionnaire and asked Members to provide their comments by 11 January 2010 for the final version.

273. TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS
A query was received regarding the account for CSG, in respect of pumping out the Abbey Hall public lavatories, which was required as the pump had yet to be repaired.  A quotation was anticipated from ITT Flygt and several chaser e-mails and telephone calls had been made by the Parish Clerk and Assistant Parish Clerk over the Christmas and New Year period.  It was noted that the PWLB loans for Hound Parish Hall would complete in July 2010, after a term of thirty years.  

An enquiry was received regarding the gas account for Abbey Hall and Hound Parish Hall, as the energy saving measures were anticipated to be reflected in the bills payable.  Cllr Jackson agreed to check the timer set up for both halls.  The Chair highlighted that increased usage of the halls also meant that expenditure would increase to accommodate hirers.

Cllr Hawkins agreed to compare the cost of the online back-up for the Parish Office computers and the Parish Clerk agreed to check if current number of telephone lines were economical for the current IT set up.

A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of accepting the accounts as presented.

RESOLVED: That the accounts as presented be paid.

(Power used: Local Government Act 1972 Schedule 12 section 151)

274. RECEIVE NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT OF NEW EXTERNAL AUDITOR BY THE AUDIT COMMISSION 

The Audit Commission had written to advise that Hound Parish Council’s appointed External Auditor would be Wayne Rickard with effect from January 2010 and would cover financial years 2009 – 2010 to 2013 – 2014.  A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of raising no objection to Mr Rickard’s appointment.

RESOLVED: That no objection is raised to Mr Wayne Rickard being appointed as Hound Parish Council’s appointed External Auditor for the financial years 2009 – 2010 to 2013 – 2014.

275. RECEIVE, DISCUSS AND RESOLVE APPLICATION FOR RUGBY LEAGUE CLUB TO USE STATION ROAD RECREATION GROUND
The Rugby League Club had provided additional information regarding the possible requirement for nets to protect properties at Rotary Court from being damaged by balls being kicked in the vicinity.  In addition, the Club had been in positive discussion with the proprietors of a shop in Queens View regarding the storage of equipment.  The revised proposal was read out by the Parish Clerk, as a copy had been sent to Cllr West, who was not present.  Costs for hinged goalposts had been provided by the Club, which were estimated to cost £1200.00 - £2000.00 and it was noted that new perimeter posts would be required, which would replace those currently in situ and which could be moved to also be used by the football club.

It was noted that the Club had requested that Hound Parish Council facilitated a meeting between their representatives and the current users of the Tankerville Sports Pavilion, to discuss how they may amicably accommodate one another’s requirements, should the Club be given consent to use the facilities.

A query was raised regarding public liability insurance, which the Club should possess and after some discussion, a proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of inviting the Club representatives to attend the Council meeting to be held on 25 January 2010, to address the outstanding issues raised.

RESOLVED: That representatives of the Rugby League Club be invited to attend the Council meeting to be held on 25 January 2010, to address the outstanding issues raised.

276. RECEIVE, DISCUSS AND RESOLVE RECOMMENDATIONS FROM ALLOTMENT WORKING PARTY MEETING HELD ON 7 DECEMBER 2009 (REFERRED FROM COUNCIL 14 DECEMBER 2009)
As there were only four Councillors present who did not declare an interest in this item and the meeting would therefore be inquorate, this item was again referred to a future meeting for discussion.

277. RECEIVE NOTICE OF NEW KERB BUILD OUT IN VICTORIA ROAD, NETLEY ABBEY
Cllr Airey had spoken about this issue in his Borough Report and a letter had been received from EBC Transportation & Engineering, to advise that it was envisaged the improvements would help passengers board and alight at the bus stop, as buses cannot currently stop parallel to the footway.  The work was anticipated to take one week to complete with effect from 11 January 2010.

278. TO RECEIVE COUNCILLORS’ RESOLUTIONS AS PER STANDING ORDER 13 (A)
(i) From Cllr Palframan: ‘To discuss and agree a response to Hampshire County Council re: their policy amendments to the Core Strategy Policy regarding aggregate extraction in Hampshire, the response for which is due by 29 January 2010’.  The Chair spoke about the small amendments to the Core Strategy Policy, which concerned the apportionment of minerals extraction and a legal challenge to part of the Core Strategy by Associated British Ports Limited.  A StAGE meeting was due to take place prior to end of the consultation process on 29 January 2010.  A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of this issue being delegated to the Chair and Parish Clerk to liaise with StAGE representatives and respond to the consultation.

RESOLVED: That the Chair and Parish Clerk liaise with StAGE representatives and respond to the Core Strategy Policy consultation.

279. TO RECEIVE REPORTS AND ISSUES (FOR INFORMATION ONLY)
(i) Report from the Chair of the Friends of Priors Hill Copse re: tree and hedge planting.  Dick Walters had planted some 45 saplings in 15 minutes at Priors Hill copse on 5 December 2009, as part of the ‘Tree O’clock’ project and has been included in the BBC Breathing Spaces National Database.  Hedge planting took place on 6 December 2009 by the Friends group and a meeting with the Director of the Rural Development Tree Council the following day.  As a consequence, the Friends group had been advised that Priors Hill Copse has a special interest and oak coppicing will be reintroduced, which is almost unique in this area.  The next meeting of the group would be held on 25 January 2010 at Abbey Hall meeting room at 7.30pm.
(ii) Survey from the National Association of Local Councils (response requested by 29 January 2010).  The Parish Clerk was asked to complete the on line survey regarding NALC conferences and exhibitions on behalf of Hound Parish Council.
280. RECEIVE PARISH CLERK’S REPORT RE: ABBEY HALL & HOUND PARISH HALL CARETAKING ARRANGEMENTS

The Parish Clerk’s report was considered and after some discussion a proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of extending the temporary arrangement for the Caretaker to have responsibility for both Abbey Hall and Hound Parish Hall for a period of three months and to refer this issue to the next available Personnel Working Party meeting.

RESOLVED: That the temporary arrangement for the Caretaker to have responsibility for both Abbey Hall and Hound Parish Hall is extended for a period of three months and this issue is referred to the next available Personnel Working Party meeting.

281. DATE AND PLACE OF NEXT MEETING 

The Special Precept meeting was scheduled to take place on 18 January 2010 at Hound Parish Hall, Woolston Road, Butlocks Heath, commencing at 7.00pm.

The meeting closed at 9.20pm.
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