Minutes of the meeting of Hound Parish Council held on Monday 8 March 2010 at Abbey Hall, Victoria Road, Netley Abbey, Southampton, SO31 5FA

PRESENT: Cllr West in the Chair, Cllrs Jackson, Airey, Parker, Hawkins, Forder and Cllr Mrs Queen. Cllr Mrs Wyse arrived at 7.50pm. Also present two members of the public, Alun Brown EBC Coastal Officer, Mrs Sue Hobbs Parish Clerk and Mrs Zoe Brogan Assistant Parish Clerk
339. TO RECEIVE AND ACCEPT APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies were received from Cllrs Palframan who was on holiday and McNulty for personal reasons. A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of accepting the apologies received.

RESOLVED:That the apologies received be accepted.

(Power used: Local Government Act 1972 s85)

340. TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL OR PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS ON ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

Cllr Jackson declared an interest in item 361 iii on the agenda as he owns a property in the area affected, Cllr Airey declared an interest in agenda items 355 and 359 as he is an Eastleigh Borough Councillor. Cllr Mrs Queen declared an interest in agenda item 350 (v) as it is a family members property. A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of accepting the declarations of interest made be accepted.

RESOLVED: That the declarations of interest made be accepted.

(Power used: Local Government Act 2000 as amended by the Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct Order) 2007Para 12 (2)

341. TO RECEIVE RESOLUTION TO SUSPEND STANDING ORDERS FOR NO MORE THAN FIFTEEN MINUTES TO ALLOW MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC PRESENT TO RAISE QUESTIONS ON ISSUES NOT INCLUDED IN THE AGENDA

The Chair invited questions from members of the public present, on issues not included in the agenda. No questions were received therefore there was no requirement to suspend Standing Orders.
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

No questions were received.

342. TO RECEIVE RESOLUTION TO RESUME STANDING ORDERS 

As Standing Orders had not been suspended, there was no requirement to resume Standing Orders.

343. TO RECEIVE BOROUGH COUNCILLOR’S WRITTEN REPORT

Cllr Airey opened his report by informing Council that the planning application for 51,A, B, C Station Road has been withdrawn and a new application is expected to follow.

South West Trains are proposing to close Netley Station’s ticket office on a Saturday (currently opens 09.00-13.00). If approved ticket office opening times would be 06.10-10.10 Monday to Friday. Cllr Airey informed Councillors that he has asked the Clerk Mrs Sue Hobbs and EBC transport officers to write a letter of objection.

Cllr Airey advised that he had met with HCC engineers on Friday 5 March 2010 at Grange Road following concerns from residents about the way potholes have been repaired and also about hedge cutting, which has still not been carried out despite HPC first raising the issue 3 years ago. The HCC contractor is planning to complete the pothole-filling programme in Grange Road on Tuesday 9 March 2010. The issue of hedge trimming is more difficult HCC have written to residents and landowners but the majority have taken little notice of the letters.

Cllr Airey informed Council that he had met with the Site Manager for IG Pearce the developers of the Rotary Court project on Monday 1 March 2010. Residents concerns were raised regarding the large amount of contractors vehicles parking in the area and damage to grass verges. Updated information will follow in the next edition of the Rotary Court Newsletter.

Cllr Airey advised that at the February meeting of the Local Area Committee £9490 was allocated to an adult exercise equipment project. Added to the previous money earmarked for the project a total of £21,040.60 is now available.

344. QUESTIONS TO BOROUGH COUNCILLOR ARISING FROM 

WRITTEN REPORT

In response to a question from Cllr Parker regarding there being no street lighting in Queens View since October 2009 Cllr Airey advised that he would speak to HCC again.

Cllr Parker asked if Cllr Airey was aware of any plans to introduce kerbing/edging along Grange Road. Cllr Airey responded that a proposal was being considered for installing kerbing and improving the drainage between the bus shelter (at the top of Grange Road) and the railway bridge.

Cllr Jackson expressed his concern over the proposed reduction of ticket office opening times at Netley Train Station. Many people have difficulty working the ticket machines which can result in fines for not having purchased a ticket when boarding a train and also passengers paying for full fare tickets as machines will not issue a discounted ticket if for example you have a Senior Railcard which can be used after 9am but your train departs at 9.02am you either have to be very quick or pay the full fare. 

The Assistant Clerk informed Cllr Airey that a member of the public had called in the Parish Office to report that during the two weeks the “Slow Down” portable speeding unit was in Station Road, Netley Abbey it did not work. Cllr Airey stated that he would pass this information on.

345. TO SIGN AND RECEIVE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 15 FEBRUARY 2010

The Chair itemized the minutes for accuracy. A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of accepting the minutes as a true record of the meeting.

RESOLVED: That the minutes of the meeting held on 15 February 2010, be accepted as a true record of the meeting.
(Power used: Local Government Act 1972 Schedule 12 Para 41 (1))

346. UPDATE FROM ALUN BROWN (EBC) REGARDING COASTAL PROTECTION SCHEME IN NETLEY ABBEY.

Cllr West welcomed Alun Brown EBCs Coastal Officer to the meeting. Alun Brown advised Cllrs the recent meeting at Abbey Hall was well received by the public. However due to the possible negative environmental effects of the previous proposal for coastal protection funding will have to be reapplied for on the basis of a new proposal.

 In response to a question from Cllr Parker Alun Brown stated that a scheme for emergency works for the shoreline from RVCP to Castle recreation ground is being put together.

Alun Brown informed Council that the Shoreline Management Plan Strategy will be published at the end of this month.

Cllr Hawkins asked if there is a timeframe in place for any repairs to actually happen to which Alun replied that at this stage nothing has been confirmed but that the application for Emergency Works would take approximately a year. 

Cllr Wyse arrived 7.50pm

361. NORTH SOLENT SHORELINE MANAGEMENT PLAN CONSULTATION RESPONSE FORM (RESPONSE REQUIRED BY (23 APRIL 2010) this item was brought forward as it is relevant to item 346.

Cllr Wyse agreed to respond to the consultation on behalf of HPC.

347. TO RECEIVE THE PARISH CLERK’S PROGRESS REPORT (FOR INFORMATION ONLY)
(3) Castle recreation ground/Abbey Hall waterfront improvements- The Clerk Sue Hobbs and Cllr Parker will be meeting at the site on Wednesday 10 March 2010.

(30) Co-Op trolley bay – Cllr Airey advised Council that this issue is not a high priority for the EBC enforcements team but he agreed to raise HPC concerns at an Enforcement meeting he would be attending on Wednesday 10 March 2010.

348. TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS

A query was received regarding the costs of repairs to the public toilets at Abbey Hall. The Clerk informed Council that the works have now been completed and on receipt of all invoices an invoice for half of the cost of works would be sent to EBC. A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of accepting the accounts as presented to be paid.

RESOLVED: That the accounts as presented be paid.
(Power used: Local Government Act 1972 Schedule 12 section 151)

349. TO RECEIVED AND APPROVE MONTH END BALANCES FOR FEBRUARY 2010

The month end balances were not available as the bank statements had not been received to date.

350. TO RECEIVE, DISCUSS AND APPROVE MINUTES OF PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 1 MARCH 2010

Cllr West explained that two of the applications had been referred to full Council. 

Application F/10/66667 could not be voted on at the planning committee meeting, as only 3 Councillors were present and Cllr Mrs Queen declared an interest, resulting in the committee not being quorate. Application F/09/66257 was referred from the Planning Committee as it is a HPC property.

F/10/66667 - 30 Grange Road, Netley Abbey

First floor and single storey rear extension. Councillors reviewed the application and it was proposed, seconded and voted in favour that no objection be made. 

RESOLVED: That Hound Parish Council has no objection to planning application F/10/66667 – 30 Grange Road, Netley Abbey.

F/09/66257 – Hound Parish Hall Woolston Road, Butlocks Heath

Erection of awning to the side. Councillors reviewed the application and  a representative of the applicant (Woolston Road Pre-School) spoke about it.

It was proposed, seconded and voted in favour that no objection be made.

RESOLVED: That Hound Parish Council has no objection to planning application F/09/66257 – Hound Parish Hall, Woolston Road, Butlocks Heath. 

351. TO RECEIVE, DISCUSS AND APPROVE NOTES OF THE OLD NETLEY RECREATION GROUND WORKING PARTY MEETING HELD ON 22 FEBRUARY 2010

Cllr Parker as Chair of the Old Netley Working Party gave a brief outline of what was discussed and the following recommendations were made.

Recommendation 1: That further information is sought from the Charity Commission and contact made with the Clerk to Bishops Waltham Parish Council, who may have had experience of parish councils and charitable land issues. A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour that further information is sought from the Charity Commission and contact made with the Clerk to Bishops Waltham Parish Council, who may have had experience of parish councils and charitable land issues

RESOLVED: That further information is sought from the Charity Commission and contact made with the Clerk to Bishops Waltham Parish Council, who may have had experience of parish councils and charitable land issues

Recommendation 2: That the Tankerville Sports Pavilion project is assessed and key timings drafted for seeking funding and for what could have been approached differently, to learn by the previous experience.  A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour that the Tankerville Sports Pavilion project is assessed and key timings drafted for seeking funding and for what could have been approached differently, to learn by the previous experience.

RESOLVED: That the Tankerville Sports Pavilion project is assessed and key timings drafted for seeking funding and for what could have been approached differently, to learn by the previous experience.

Recommendation 3: That contact is made with EBC Development Control to ascertain the extent of an acceptable footprint for the new pavilion and if it would be restricted to the size of the current building. A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour that contact is made with EBC Development Control to ascertain the extent of an acceptable footprint for the new pavilion and if it would be restricted to the size of the current building.

RESOLVED: That contact is made with EBC Development Control to ascertain the extent of an acceptable footprint for the new pavilion and if it would be restricted to the size of the current building.

352. TO RECEIVE, DISCUSS AND APPROVE NOTES OF THE PERSONNEL WORKING PARTY MEETING HELD ON 17 FEBRUARY 2010

Recommendation 1: That the Grounds staff working hours are not altered to include Saturdays and that an assessment is conducted of the bins required at The Hard and Castle recreation ground, with a view to purchasing larger, lidded bins if necessary. A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour that the Grounds staff working hours are not altered to include Saturdays and that an assessment is conducted of the bins required at The Hard and Castle recreation ground, with a view to purchasing larger, lidded bins if necessary.

RESOLVED:  That the Grounds staff working hours are not altered to include Saturdays and that an assessment is conducted of the bins required at The Hard and Castle recreation ground, with a view to purchasing larger, lidded bins if necessary.

Recommendation 2: That the issue of Parish Office staff working at home is referred to the next Personnel Working Party meeting. A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour that the issue of Parish Office staff working at home is referred to the next Personnel Working Party meeting.

RESOLVED: That the issue of Parish Office staff working at home is referred to the next Personnel Working Party meeting.

Recommendation 3: That the model Adverse Weather Policy received from SEE is modified to omit the final paragraph of section 2.2 and to include the following condition: ‘If an occasion of extreme adverse weather occurs and staff cannot reasonably get to work safely, Hound Parish Council will continue to pay their salary.  Longer periods of absence will be delegated to the Chair and Vice-Chair of Council and the Parish Clerk to decide whether salary should continue to be paid under these circumstances.’ A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour that the model Adverse Weather Policy received from SEE is modified to omit the final paragraph of section 2.2 and to include the following condition: ‘If an occasion of extreme adverse weather occurs and staff cannot reasonably get to work safely, Hound Parish Council will continue to pay their salary.  Longer periods of absence will be delegated to the Chair and Vice-Chair of Council and the Parish Clerk to decide whether salary should continue to be paid under these circumstances.

RESOLVED: That the model Adverse Weather Policy received from SEE is modified to omit the final paragraph of section 2.2 and to include the following condition: ‘If an occasion of extreme adverse weather occurs and staff cannot reasonably get to work safely, Hound Parish Council will continue to pay their salary.  Longer periods of absence will be delegated to the Chair and Vice-Chair of Council and the Parish Clerk to decide whether salary should continue to be paid under these circumstances.

Recommendation 4: That the modified Capability Procedure, together with the reference to the DDA, be adopted. A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour that the modified Capability Procedure, together with the reference to the DDA, be adopted.

RESOLVED: That the modified Capability Procedure, together with the reference to the DDA, be adopted.

Recommendation 5: That the modified Grievance Procedure be adopted. A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour that the modified Grievance Procedure be adopted.

RESOLVED: That the modified Grievance Procedure be adopted.
Recommendation 6: That the modified Disciplinary Procedure be adopted. A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour that the modified Disciplinary Procedure be adopted.

RESOLVED: That the modified Disciplinary Procedure be adopted.
Recommendation 7: That the post of Hound Parish Hall Caretaker is offered to the Abbey Hall Caretaker and that the required amendments be made to her contract to reflect the changes to her role. A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour that the required amendments be made to her contract to reflect the changes to her role.

RESOLVED: That the post of Hound Parish Hall Caretaker is offered to the Abbey Hall Caretaker and that the required amendments be made to her contract to reflect the changes to her role

Recommendation 8: That the Temporary Seasonal Groundsman is re-engaged from 1 April 2010 to 31 October 2010, for 24 hours per week with the same terms and conditions as in the past. A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour that the Temporary Seasonal Groundsman is re-engaged from 1 April 2010 to 31 October 2010, for 24 hours per week with the same terms and conditions as in the past.

RESOLVED: That the Temporary Seasonal Groundsman is re-engaged from 1 April 2010 to 31 October 2010, for 24 hours per week with the same terms and conditions as in the past.

Recommendation 9: That the advice from Local Government Employers that no pay increase will be applied for 2010 – 2011 will be applied. A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour that the advice from Local Government Employers that no pay increase will be applied for 2010 – 2011 will be applied

RESOLVED: That the advice from Local Government Employers that no pay increase will be applied for 2010 – 2011 will be applied.

Recommendation 10: That enquiries are made for temporary cover to help reduce the workload in the Parish Office, to commence no later than 15 March 2010 and that an advert should be placed on the HALC website for an initial period of one month. A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour that enquiries are made for temporary cover to help reduce the workload in the Parish Office, to commence no later than 15 March 2010 and that an advert should be placed on the HALC website for an initial period of one month.

RESOLVED: That enquiries are made for temporary cover to help reduce the workload in the Parish Office, to commence no later than 15 March 2010 and that an advert should be placed on the HALC website for an initial period of one month.

Cllr Mrs Queen left the meeting at 9pm.

A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of suspending Standing Orders for a further thirty minutes to allow the remaining business on the agenda to be transacted.

RESOLVED: That Standing Orders be suspended for a further thirty minutes to allow the remaining business on the agenda to be transacted.

353. TO RECEIVE DISCUSS AND APPROVE QUOTATION FOR PLAY AREA REPAIRS AND PLAY INSPECTION CONTRACT FOR 2010/11

The Assistant Clerk informed Council that the Annual Play Inspection report produced by Digley Associates detailed maintenance works required at all play areas. The Assistant Clerk asked a playground contractor who has been employed by HPC on several occasions to assess and quote for the works highlighted in the Annual report. Cllr Parker and the Assistant Clerk on receipt of the quote prioritized the work. A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour that SAS Playgrounds be instructed to carry out the priority 1 works identified by Cllr Parker and the Assistant Clerk.

RESOLVED: That SAS Playgrounds be instructed to carry out the priority 1 works identified by Cllr Parker and the Assistant Clerk.

The Assistant Clerk advised Council that the contract for the current monthly playground inspections carried out by contractor A expires 31 March 2010. The Assistant Clerk explained that when the quotes were obtained in 2009 contractor B offered minor works at time of inspection in the costs. Contractor A has sent in a renewal figure of £89 per month and Contractor B a figure of £110 per month.

A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour that Contractor B be contracted for one year from the 1 April 2010 as the provider of monthly playground inspections as the higher price is inclusive of on the spot basic maintenance like tightening of nuts, bolts, screws found to be loose and lubrication of noisy moving parts.
RESOLVED:  That SAS Playgrounds be contracted for one year from the 1 April 2010 as the provider of monthly playground inspections as the higher price is inclusive of on the spot basic maintenance like tightening of nuts, bolts, screws found to be loose and lubrication of noisy moving parts.

354. TO RECEIVE DISCUSS AND RESOLVE RESPONSE FROM RUGBY LEAGUE CLUB TO QUESTIONS PUT FORWARD BY HOUND PARISH COUNCIL

As this issue was not considered to be urgent, it was agreed to defer it to the next meeting to be held on Monday 29 March 2010.

355. TO RECEIVE AND DISCUSS LETTER RECEIVED FROM HOUND PARISH COUNCIL’S SOLICITOR REGARDING ABBEY HALL PUBLIC TOILETS

Cllr Airey declared an interest in this item. Following a short discussion a proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour with one against that the terms of transfer of the public toilets at Abbey Hall be accepted.

RESOLVED: That the terms of transfer of the public toilets at Abbey Hall be accepted.

356. TO RECEIVE, DISCUSS AND RESOLVE TO APPROACH EBC FOR A TRAFFIC LIGHT CONTROLLED PEDESTRIAN CROSSING IN HOUND ROAD (REFERRED FROM COUNCIL 15 FEBRUARY 2010)

Cllr Airey agreed to pass this information on.

357. TO RECEIVE AND DISCUSS LETTER RECEIVED FROM HOUND PARISH COUNCIL’S SOLICITORS REGARDING ABBEY HALL (REFERRED FROM COUNCIL 15 FEBRUARY 2010)

The Clerk informed Council that a letter had been received from HPCs solicitors regarding the tenants hire of the meeting room at Abbey Hall and the setting up of a short term lease agreement. A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour that the Clerk should contact the tenant and HPCs solicitor to set up a formal legal agreement. A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour that the Clerk contact the tenant and HPCs solicitor to set up a formal legal agreement.

RESOLVED: That the Clerk contact the tenant and HPCs solicitor to set up a formal legal agreement.

358. RECEIVE, DISCUSS AND APPROVE QUOTATION FROM OCS FOR MOWING OF RECREATION GROUNDS

The Clerk informed Council that a quotation had been received from OCS for the mowing of Hound Parish Council’s recreation grounds for 2010-2011. A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour that the quote from OCS for the mowing of recreation grounds for 2010-2011, be accepted.
RESOLVED: That the quote from OCS for the mowing of recreation grounds for 2010-2011, be accepted.

359 TO RECEIVE AND RESOLVE TERMS OF TRANSFER OF LAND AT PRIORY ROAD ALLOTMENTS

Cllr Airey declared an interest in this item. It was noted by Hound Parish Council’s solicitor that the draft transfer was of a standard format. A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of accepting the terms of the transfer for EBC to Hound Parish Council.

RESOLVED: That the terms of the transfer of land at Priory Road allotments, be accepted.

360. TO RECEIVE COUNCILLORS’ RESOLUTIONS AS PER STANDING ORDER 13 (A)

No resolutions were received.

361. TO RECEIVE REPORTS AND ISSUES (FOR INFORMATION ONLY)

(i) CLLR MCNULTY’S REPORT RE: LOCAL COUNCIL TAX 2010 – 2011 (COPIED TO ALL CLLRS 3 FEBRUARY 2010)

(ii) CLLR PARKER’S REPORT RE: CASTLE RECREATION GROUND BEACON (COPIES TO ALL COUNCILLORS 1 FEBRUARY 2010)

Following a short discussion a proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour that the required Beacon maintenance be conducted in house.

RESOLVED: That the required Beacon maintenance be conducted in house.

Cllr Parker left the meeting at 9.30pm

(iii) NORTH SOLENT SHORELINE MANAGEMENT PLAN CONSULTATION RESPONSE FORM (RESPONSE REQUIRED BY (23 APRIL 2010) (this item was brought forward under item 346)

(iv) SURVEY FROM HALC (RESPONSE REQUIRED BY 10 MARCH     2010)

Following a short discussion a proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour that the Clerk respond on behalf of HPC to the HALC survey.

RESOLVED: That the Clerk respond on behalf of HPC to the HALC survey.

(v) NALC DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY & BUSINESS PLAN 

2010 –    2015 CONSULTATION (RESPONSE REQUIRED BY 12 MARCH 2010)

After a brief discussion a proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour that the Clerk respond on behalf of HPC to the NALC Consultation.

RESOLVED: That the Clerk respond on behalf of HPC to the NALC Consultation.

(vi) RECEIVE POLICE REPORT FOR JANUARY 2010

(vii) REQUEST FROM EBC FOR SPEED LIMIT REMINDER SITE 

(viii) REQUEST FROM EBC FOR HPC COUNCILLOR NOMINATION FOR STANDARDS COMMITTEE

Due to time constraints, it was agreed to refer the remaining issues above to the meeting to be held on 29 March 2010.

362. DATE AND PLACE OF NEXT MEETING 

Monday 29 March 2010 at Hound Parish Hall, Woolston Road, Butlocks Heath, Southampton, S031 5FR at 7.00pm

The meeting closed at 9.35pm.
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