Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Hound Parish Council held on Monday 11 May 2009 at Hound Parish Hall, Woolston Road, Butlocks Heath, Southampton, SO31 5FJ, commencing at 7.00pm
PRESENT: Cllrs Airey, Hawkins, Jackson, McNulty, Palframan, Parker, Mrs Queen, West & Mrs Wyse.  Also present: two members of the public and Mrs Sue Hobbs Parish Clerk.

Prior to the start of the meeting, Cllr Palframan read from a card received from Mrs June Bangs, Hound Parish Hall Caretaker, to thank the Council and staff for their good wishes following the loss of her husband Harry.

1. TO ELECT THE CHAIR OF HOUND PARISH COUNCIL FOR 2009 – 2010
A nomination was received to elect Cllr Palframan as Chair of Hound Parish Council.  No other nominations were received.  A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of electing Cllr Palframan to serve as Chair of Hound Parish Council for the 

2009 – 2010 municipal year.  Cllr Palframan agreed to accept the nomination.

RESOLVED: That Cllr Palframan be elected to serve as Chair of Hound Parish Council for the 2009 – 2010 municipal year.

(Power used: Local Government Act 1972 ss(15)(1)

2. TO RECEIVE THE CHAIR’S DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE
The Chair completed and signed his Declaration of Acceptance of Office in the presence of the Parish Clerk.

RESOLVED: That the Chair’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office is received.

(Power used: Local Government Act 1972 s83(4)

3. TO RECEIVE AND ACCEPT APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies were received from Cllr Forder for personal reasons and Cllr Mrs Draper due to work commitments.  Cllrs Airey and McNulty had previously advised they would arrive later, due to their attendance at an Eastleigh Borough Council meeting.  A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of accepting the apologies received.

RESOLVED: That the apologies received be accepted.

(Power used: Local Government Act 1972 s85)
4. TO RECEIVE CLLR HAWKINS’ DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE
Cllr Hawkins completed and signed his Declaration of Acceptance of Office in the presence of the Parish Clerk.

RESOLVED: That Cllr Hawkins’ Declaration of Acceptance of Office is received.

(Power used: Local Government Act 1972 s83(4)

5. TO ELECT THE VICE-CHAIR OF HOUND PARISH COUNCIL FOR 2009 – 2010
A nomination was received to elect Cllr West as Vice-Chair of Hound Parish Council.  No other nominations were received.  A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of electing Cllr West to serve as Vice-Chair of Hound Parish Council for the 

2009 – 2010 municipal year.  Cllr West agreed to accept the nomination.

RESOLVED: That Cllr West be elected to serve as Vice-Chair of Hound Parish Council for the 2009 – 2010 municipal year.

6. TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL OR PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS ON ITEMS ON THE AGENDA
No Declarations of Interest were received.

(Power used: Local Government Act 2000 as amended by the Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct Order) 2007 Para 12(2))

7. TO RECEIVE RESOLUTION TO SUSPEND STANDING ORDERS FOR NO MORE THAN FIFTEEN MINUTES TO ALLOW MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC PRESENT TO RAISE QUESTIONS ON ISSUES NOT INCLUDED IN THE AGENDA

A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of suspending the meeting for no more than fifteen minutes to allow members of the public present to raise questions on issues not included on the agenda.

RESOLVED: That Standing Orders be suspended for no more than fifteen minutes to allow members of the public present to raise questions on issues not included on the agenda.

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

A query was raised regarding the increase in allotment rents for Priory Road allotment site and how the increase was justified, especially as the gates and access are in need of improvement.  The lack of six months notice of the increase was also raised, which was not in accordance with Hound Parish Council’s allotment rules.  A letter had been sent from the Parish Office to justify the increase, but which had unfortunately exacerbated the prevailing unhappiness with allotment holders.  Councillors asked for this issue to be referred to the agenda for the next Council meeting on 1 June 2009, to enable full discussion of the allotment rules.

8. TO RECEIVE RESOLUTION TO RESUME STANDING ORDERS 
A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of resuming the meeting.

RESOLVED: That the meeting be resumed.

9. TO RECEIVE BOROUGH COUNCILLOR’S WRITTEN REPORT
No Borough Report was received.

10. TO RECEIVE QUESTIONS TO BOROUGH COUNCILLOR ARISING FROM WRITTEN REPORT
There not being a Borough Report presented, no questions were received.

11. TO APPOINT MEMBERSHIP OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE (5 MEMBERS)
Cllrs Hawkins, Jackson, Mrs Queen, West and Mrs Wyse offered to form the Planning Committee.  It was noted that Cllr Mrs Draper may wish to serve as a reserve Councillor for the Planning Committee. A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of accepting the membership of the Planning Committee.

RESOLVED: That Cllrs Hawkins, Jackson, Mrs Queen, West and Mrs Wyse form the Planning Committee, with Cllr Mrs Draper serving as a reserve member.

12. TO APPOINT MEMBERSHIP OF THE FINANCE WORKING PARTY (6 MEMBERS)
Cllrs Airey, Forder, Hawkins, Palframan, Parker and West offered to form the Finance Working Party.  It was again noted that Cllr Mrs Draper may wish to serve as a reserve Councillor for the Finance Working party.  A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of accepting the membership of the Finance Working Party.

RESOLVED: That Cllrs Airey, Forder, Hawkins, Palframan, Parker & West form the Finance Working Party, with Cllr Mrs Draper serving as a reserve member.

(Cllrs Airey and McNulty arrived at 7.40pm.

13. TO APPOINT MEMBERSHIP OF THE PERSONNEL WORKING PARTY (6 MEMBERS)
Cllrs Forder, Hawkins, Jackson, Palframan, Mrs Queen and West offered to form the Personnel Working Party.  A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of accepting the membership of the Personnel Working Party.

RESOLVED: That Cllrs Forder, Hawkins, Jackson, Palframan, Mrs Queen and West form the Personnel Working Party.

14. TO APPOINT MEMBERSHIP OF THE STATION ROAD RECREATION GROUND WORKING PARTY (5 MEMBERS)
Cllrs Palframan, Mrs Queen, West and Mrs Wyse offered to form the Station Road Recreation Ground Working Party.  A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of accepting the membership of the Station Road Recreation Ground Working Party.

RESOLVED: That Cllrs Palframan, Mrs Queen, West and Mrs Wyse form the Station Road Recreation Ground Working Party.  

15. TO APPOINT MEMBERSHIP OF THE DEVELOPERS' CONTRIBUTIONS WORKING PARTY (4 MEMBERS)
Cllrs Jackson, Palframan, Parker and West offered to form the Developers' Contributions Working Party.  A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of accepting the membership of the Developers' Contributions Working Party.

RESOLVED: That Cllrs Jackson, Palframan, Parker and West form the Developers' Contributions Working Party.  
16. TO APPOINT MEMBERSHIP OF THE BURIAL GROUND WORKING PARTY (4 MEMBERS)
Cllrs Jackson, Palframan, Parker and Mrs Queen offered to form the Burial Ground Working Party.  A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of accepting the membership of the Burial Ground Working Party.

RESOLVED: That Cllrs Jackson, Palframan, Parker and Mrs Queen form the Burial Ground Working Party.  

It was suggested that a letter be sent to Cllr Parsons to enquire as to his health and when he would anticipate returning to Council meetings, in view of his absence without apologies for some time.

17. TO APPOINT LIAISON COUNCILLOR FOR NETLEY YOUTH CLUB
Discussion followed whether it was necessary to appoint a liaison Councillor to the Youth Club, since its independence from Hound Parish Council.  A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of not appointing a liaison Councillor for the Netley Youth Club.

RESOLVED: That a liaison Councillor is not appointed for Netley Youth Club.

18. TO RECEIVE LIST OF ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS 2009 – 2010
	Name
	Description
	Total (£)

	Association of Burial Authorities
	Burial information
	90.00

	CPRE
	Subscription
	29.00

	HALC
	Affiliation fee & NALC levy
	810.00

	Local Council Review
	Publication subscription
	27.00

	Information Commissioner
	Data Protection
	35.00

	One Community
	Subscription
	10.00

	SLCC
	Clerk’s subscription
	209.00

	SLCC
	Deputy Clerk’s subscription
	129.00

	SLCC
	Assistant Clerk’s subscription
	129.00

	South East Employers
	Human Resources advice
	178.50


A query was received whether HALC was still affiliated to NALC, to which the Parish Clerk responded was still under debate, but no information had been received to confirm the affiliation had ceased.  It was noted that only three copies of the Local Council Review would now be received, to cut costs.  Cllr Parker wished to have his objection to Hound Parish Council paying for the Clerks’ Society of Local Council Clerks (SLCC) subscription minuted.

A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of accepting the list of annual subscriptions, as presented.

RESOLVED: That the list of annual subscriptions as presented, be accepted.

19. TO RECEIVE MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD ON 6 APRIL 2009
The Chair précised the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 6 April 2009, which was not a meeting of the parish council, but a public meeting for parishioners.  Representatives of the Friends of Priors Hill Copse had spoken about the group’s work since its inception in July 2008.  The Chair had also provided a presentation on the work of the parish council during his year in office.  A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of receiving the minutes of the meeting held on 6 April 2009.

RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 6 April 2009 be received.

20. TO RECEIVE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 20 APRIL 2009
The Chair itemised the minutes from the meeting held on 20 April 2009 for accuracy.  It was noted that item 343 should read that the basket swing was located at Old Netley recreation ground and not Butlocks Heath recreation ground.  It was also noted that the meeting closed at 9.45pm and not 10.45pm.

A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of accepting the minutes, together with the amendments, as a true record of the meeting held on 20 April 2009.

RESOLVED: That the minutes of the meeting held on 20 April 2009, together with the amendments, be accepted.

(Power used: Local Government Act 1972 Schedule 12 Para 41(1)

21. TO RECEIVE THE PARISH CLERK’S PROGRESS REPORT (FOR INFORMATION ONLY)
The Chair invited Councillors to raise queries regarding the Parish Clerk’s report, which had been distributed in advance of the meeting.

(19) Old Netley benches – the new benches were in storage awaiting installation by the Grounds staff, who would undertake this work as soon as possible.

(158) Old Netley Working Party – a request was received for the membership of the working party to be referred to the next Council meeting to be held on 1 June 2009.

(180) Tankerville Sports pavilion youth drop-in – Cllr McNulty advised he had been in communication with Paul McLeod and Steve Willis HCC Youth Service and that the LAC had agreed to provide £2,000.00 to help fund a drop-in facility.  Employment issues were the main area to discuss with the Youth Service and further information was anticipated, to report to Council on 1 June 2009 as an agenda item.

(195) Emergency plan – a template for the document had been received from HCC, for the plan and the Parish Clerk hoped to work on this document during the summer months.  Cllr Mrs Queen noted that EBC proposes joining with SCC to work in partnership in the future.

(195) Abbey Hall & Hound Parish Hall disabled parking – the Parish Clerk advised that the Deputy Parish Clerk had accepted a quotation from Di-Line Road Marking Contractors Ltd to mark out the bays at a cost of £325.00 plus VAT for each car park.  The work was due to start on 27 May 2009 and a suggestion was received that the remainder of Hound Parish Hall car park would benefit from marking out, to improve the parking difficulties at the premises.  Pedestrian access to the hall was raised, the Parish Clerk was asked to ensure the Deputy Parish Clerk chase this issue.

(212) Priory Road allotment site hen house request – the Parish Clerk reported that the documents held at the Parish Office did not include any reference to prohibiting hen houses and that she had found that hens may be kept under the provisions of section 12 of the Allotments Act 1950.  It was noted that Hound Parish Council’s allotment rules were not accurate and that they would be referred to the next meeting to be held on 1 June 2009.  An enquiry was received regarding the request that a report be made to the RSPCA, to which the Parish Clerk advised that an on-line report had been made but it was not known if an anonymous investigation had been made as a consequence.  A member of the public present indicated that the run for the chickens had now been extended.

(259) Abbey Hall and Hound Parish Hall heating systems – quotations were due to be received by 8 May 2009, however these were still outstanding and it was anticipated they would be referred to the next Council meeting on 1 June 2009.  Cllr McNulty offered to assist progressing the obtaining of quotations for these projects.

(260)(178) Tankerville Sports Pavilion – an e-mail had been sent to Michael Weakley to remove the sign near Captain’s Place.  A date for the building’s official opening had yet to be set and confirmed by Mr Curtis.

(262) The Hard – the project was progressing well after its start on 4 May 2009, despite the JCB windows being damaged and the bollards being thrown in to the sea.  The Parish Clerk was asked to contact the PCSOs to ask for the site to be given more attention during the works.

(268)(iii) RVCP barrier and gates – a further e-mail had been sent to the RVCP manager, but no response had been received to date.  Cllr West noted that the allocation of parking spaces should be included in the query whether planning permission had been sought.

(273) Hants Minerals & Waste Development Framework – the Chair advised he had attended the StAGE meeting on 6 May 2009 and that Hamble-le-Rice Parish Council would be paying for Adams Hendry to provide a further report, to help substantiate SEERA’s proposal to reduce the proposed extraction tonnage per annum for Hampshire.  The Chair reiterated that the report would not necessarily be appropriate to Hound, but Hound Parish Council could use it to feed in their objections.  It was known that it was Cllr House’s intention to ask HCC to remove Hamble Airfield from the list of sites identified for gravel extraction in Hampshire.  The small reduction in proposed house building in the near future was unlikely to have a significant impact on the demand for mineral extraction.  Hound Parish Council’s objections to the Plan should focus on the capacity of the whole county to cope with the extent of the proposed gravel extraction and in particular, objections to any gravel extraction on the Hamble peninsula.  Councillors should give the Parish Clerk their written observations on Hound Parish Council’s response to the Plan by 18 May 2009 and that this issue should then be referred to the next Council meeting as an agenda item.

(329) Old Netley pumping station – the completed documents had been received from Hound Parish Council’s solicitor earlier in the day and the issue could be therefore removed from the report.

(330) Old Netley noticeboard – no progress to report.

(333) Parish Office frontage – no progress was reported.

The Parish Clerk was also asked to reiterate to the Grounds staff that the grass within the play areas required regular cutting.

22. TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS
The Chair advised Councillors that the Internal Auditor required all transactions to be reported to Council and that an extract from the cashbook printout from the Financial Director computer package would be used in future, to append to the minutes.  It was suggested that a piece could be included in the next ‘Newshound’ newsletter, to highlight the cost to repair vandalism to the new Tankerville Sports Pavilion.  The options available to protect the Velux© windows would be referred to the next Council meeting on 1 June 2009.

An additional invoice had been received from SAS Playgrounds Limited for £3757.34, in respect of the agreed to expenditure to repair play equipment at all four recreation grounds.  Discussion followed regarding outstanding items, which were not included in the invoice as they had yet to be completed.  

A resolution was received, seconded and voted in favour of accepting the list of transactions made between 21 April 2009 and 11 May 2009, as presented on the extract from the cashbook, together with the additional invoice received from SAS Playgrounds Limited for £3757.34.

RESOLVED: That the transactions made between 21 April 2009 and 11 May 2009, as presented on the extract from the cashbook, together with the additional invoice received from SAS Playgrounds Limited for £3757.34, be accepted.

(Power used: Local Government Act 1972 Schedule 12 section 151)

23. TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE MARCH 2009 MONTH END BALANCES FOR HOUND PARISH COUNCIL’S BANK ACCOUNTS (COPIES TO ALL COUNCILLORS 5 MAY 2009)
The Chair advised Councillors that the finalised year end accounts for 2008 – 2009 had yet to be received.  Grants approved from SITA Environmental Trust, Hampshire Playing Fields Association (HPFA) and the Low Carbon Buildings Programme Phase 2 (LCBP2) were due to be received in the near future.  

The cashbook balances were noted to hold £1,000.00 for Cashbook 1, £104,650.74 for Cashbook 2 and £106,113.10 for Cashbook 4 as at 31 March 2009.  A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of accepting the balances for the three cashbooks as presented.

RESOLVED: That the balances of £1,000.00 for Cashbook 1, £104,650.74 for Cashbook 2 and £106,113.10 for Cashbook 4 as at 31 March 2009 are accepted.

24. TO RECEIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE REPORT FROM MEETING HELD ON 5 MAY 2009

Cllr Mrs Queen advised that she would have voted against the two planning applications received for the garage courts in Moore Crescent, had she been able to attend the beginning of the meeting on 5 May 2009.  It was noted that these planning applications would be referred to the Local Area Committee meeting on 21 May 2009 for determination.

25. TO APPROVE FINAL CERTIFICATE AND RELEASE OF RETENTION FEE IN RESPECT OF HOUND PARISH HALL DISABLED LAVATORY
The Chair highlighted to Councillors that the project had been agreed prior to the introduction of a site visit being required to sign off all major projects and that the Architect’s representative had approved the final certificate to enable the retention fee of £1226.50 to be released.  A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of releasing the retention fee due to E & M Reader, to complete the project.

RESOLVED: That the retention fee of £1226.50 is released to E & M Reader to complete the Hound Parish Hall disabled lavatory project.

26. TO RECEIVE REPORT FROM EBC RE: PROPOSED TRANSFER OF ASSETS TO HOUND PARISH COUNCIL (COPIES TO ALL COUNCILLORS 5 MAY 2009)
The Chair and the Parish Clerk had met with Diccon Bright EBC LAC Co-ordinator and Susan Joss EBC Assistant Had of Legal Services on 24 April 2009, to discuss the possibility of Hound Parish Council taking responsibility for identified areas which were owned and managed by EBC.  Maintenance costs of some areas had been received and some discussion followed regarding the possible increases in costs for Hound Parish Council, which it was suggested should be offset against the council tax payable to EBC.  It was emphasised that no decisions had been made and that a meeting had been arranged to take place on Monday 6 July 2009, when Members would have the opportunity to discuss the issue more fully with EBC officers.  

The areas under discussion included Mallards Moor, The Bunney, Hound Ecology Park, Cunningham Gardens open space, Kingston open space, The Crescent, Priory Road, Portsmouth Road/Hamble Lane open spaces, Butlocks Heath village green, a portion of Old Netley recreation ground, Priory Road allotment site and Abbey Hall public lavatories.  The latter two sites were subject to lease agreements, which would require further investigation.  New Road (west) car park had also been previously included but omitted in error from the EBC report distributed to all Councillors prior to the meeting.  

A query was raised as to the motivation for transferring assets from EBC to Hound Parish Council, to which the Chair responded that there were a number of areas in the country where unitary authorities had been formed from the top two tiers of the local government structure and that devolution to parish and town councils at grass roots level was becoming more commonplace.

A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of asking the Parish Clerk to approach the grass cutting contractor to provide quotations for the open space areas in advance of the meeting with EBC officers to be held on 6 July 2009.  It was also stressed that Hound Parish Council should determine total costs for the upkeep of these sites.

RESOLVED: That the Parish Clerk seeks quotations from the grass cutting contractor for the open space areas in advance of the meeting with EBC officers on 6 July 2009.

27. TO RECEIVE NOTICE OF ‘THE BIG LUNCH’ EVENT ON 19 JULY 2009, FROM THE DEPARTMENT FOR COMMUNITIES AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT
A letter had been received from the Department for Communities & Local Government via EBC, for communities to participate in ‘The Big Lunch’ nationwide event on Sunday 19 July 2009.  The letter was noted without further action being proposed.

28. TO RECEIVE REQUEST FROM EBC TO CONTRIBUTE £450.00 TOWARDS THE COST OF PRODUCING A CELEBRATION OF THE HISTORY OF FLIGHT LEAFLET (RESPONSE REQUIRED BY LAC 12 MAY 2009)
Cllr Airey spoke about the leaflet, which was an updated version of a leaflet which had been produced by EBC some years ago.  The LAC had agreed to contribute £850.00 towards the £2,000.00 cost of the leaflet and Hound Parish Council was approached to contribute £450.00 towards the same.  The Parish Clerk advised that a virement of funds would be required from another budget heading to make the contribution, which it was anticipated would encourage visitors to the events being held in the vicinity of Southampton Water.  A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of making the requested contribution of £450.00 and that the funds be vired from the Section 137 budget.

RESOLVED: That a contribution of £450.00 is made towards the production costs of the History of Flight leaflet and that the funds be vired from the Section 137 budget.

(Power used: Local Government Act 1972 s144)

29. TO RECEIVE COUNCILLORS’ RESOLUTIONS AS PER STANDING ORDER 13 (A)
No resolutions were received.

30. TO RECEIVE REPORTS AND ISSUES RAISED BY COUNCILLORS (FOR INFORMATION ONLY)

(i) Cllr Parker’s report re: Abbey Hall public lavatories and The Conker Field.  Cllr Parker provided some history to this issue, when meetings were held attended by the Police Lesbian & Gay Liaison Officer (LAGLO) and Peter Baldry, EBC Community Safety Officer, to monitor reports of public order activity at the Conker Field.  Cllr Mrs Queen advised that Southampton Gay Men’s Health Project had been involved in this area of work, but that perpetrators were often from out of the local area.  The Parish Clerk had contacted Sgt O’Hanlon regarding this issue, who had advised by e-mail that there was work being undertaken in the area, but that details could not be discussed in a public forum.

(ii) Abbey Hall floor.  Cllr Parker raised the issue of damage incurred to the Abbey Hall floor, which the Parish Clerk advised had been notified to the Deputy Parish Clerk by the Abbey Hall Caretaker.

(iii) Councillor training.  The Parish Clerk highlighted that training would be provided by Steven Lugg HALC Chief Executive on Tuesday 19 May 2009 at Abbey Hall, commencing at 7.00pm.  Councillors from parish and town councils throughout Eastleigh had also been invited to attend.

31. DATE AND PLACE OF NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting was scheduled to take place on Monday 1 June 2009 at Abbey Hall, Victoria Road, Netley Abbey at 7.00pm.

The meeting closed at 10.10pm.
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