Minutes of the Annual Parish Assembly held on Monday 12 April 2010 at Abbey Hall, Victoria Road, Netley Abbey, Southampton, SO31 5FA, at 7.00pm.

PRESENT: Cllr Palframan in the Chair, Ms Joanna Dixon Community Action Hampshire, Mrs Sue Hobbs Parish Clerk and 26 members of the public.

1.  Apologies for Absence 

Apologies were received from Messrs Forder, McNulty and West.

2.  Minutes of previous meeting held on 6 April 2009

No matters arising were received.

3.  Brief Statement of Financial Accounts for the year 2008-09 

Cllr Palframan provided details of Hound Parish Council’s income & expenditure as at 31 March 2009, which showed a total balance of £197,062.00.  This was made up of £118,220.00 held in the general reserve and £78,842.00 held in the ear marked or ‘ring-fenced’ reserves, for allocation to the remaining payments due for the Tankerville Sports pavilion and towards a new changing rooms project at King George V Playing Field Old Netley.  

The bulk of Hound Parish Council’s income is raised from the parish precept, the element of council tax collected by Eastleigh Borough Council on the parish council’s behalf.  In 2008 – 2009, the precept was set at £264,199.00.  Additional income is received from hall hire fees, pitch fees, allotment rents and burial fees, together with some grant funding.  The funding for the Tankerville Sports Pavilion was raised from grant funding from a variety of sources, the remainder being sourced from year on year earmarked reserves saved for the project.

Cllr Palframan also highlighted that the Public Works Loan Board mortgages for Abbey Hall completed in July 2009 and those for Hound Parish Hall would be redeemed in July 2010, leaving Hound Parish Council debt-free for the first time in thirty years.  The parish council was committed to providing quality facilities without incurring debt in the future, by planning projects and saving for them.

Concluding his report, Cllr Palframan confirmed the legal requirement for parish & town councils to keep a minimum of one quarter of their precept, or three months revenue expenditure, in reserve to ensure adequate cashflow measures were in place.

4.  Introduction of a Parish Plan for Hound

Cllr Palframan asked the Parish Clerk to give a brief overview of Hound Parish Council’s assets and responsibilities.  The Parish Clerk explained that the parish council owns and manages Abbey Hall and Hound Parish Hall and the four recreation grounds and changing rooms at Butlocks Heath, Castle, Station Road and Old Netley.  In addition, the council has responsibility for two allotment sites at Butlocks Heath and Priory Road, the latter being transferred from Eastleigh Borough Council as part of the asset transfer scheme which has included the Abbey Hall public lavatories, the green at Woolston Road and a portion of Old Netley recreation ground.  Hound Parish Council owns the Burial Ground and maintains the churchyard portion on behalf of the Parochial Church Council.  The Boat House adjacent to The Hard in Netley Abbey is rented to a Sea Scout unit and is also owned by the parish council.

Cllr Palframan introduced Jo Dixon of Community Action Hampshire, which is an ‘umbrella’ organisation for community groups.  Ms Dixon provided a presentation about the Parish Plan process, which is intended to bring people’s ideas together about what they like and wish to safeguard in their parish and what aspirations are realistically achievable.  It is also a way of bringing concerns to the fore and finding a way of working around problem issues.

Ms Dixon spoke about local plans which have been completed and those which are underway, in Hamble-le-Rice, Bursledon and West End respectively.  Plans can take some two years to complete and are live documents which should be reviewed and refreshed on a periodic basis, to ensure it is kept up to date.

Parish Plans can influence and feed into district and county council strategies and was noted that 50% of issues identified by Parish Plans are brought to fruition by communities undertaking the process.

A steering group is required to start the Plan process and the Parish Clerk announced that a grant of £750.00 had recently been received from Hampshire County Council’s Small Grants Scheme to start the Plan.  

The Plan is aimed at various sectors of the local community, including visitors, business people and commuters, as not all residents work in the parish.  Mr Taylor of the Eastleigh Southern Parishes Older Peoples’ Forum (ESPOPF) had provided copies of that group’s Age Friendly Plan, which could complement a Plan.  

Ms Dixon also noted that Hound parish comprises of four quite distinct settlements – Netley Abbey, Ingleside, Butlocks Heath and Old Netley – and that it was possible for ‘mini-plans’ to feed into a Plan.

Whilst it is desirable that steering group members give the time and commitment to seeing the whole Plan process to fruition, this was not mandatory, as it was recognised this would require a significant contribution.  The number of disparate groups meeting within the parish was not known, but the Plan process would provide an ideal opportunity to enable groups to communicate with eachother and not in isolation.

An example of central government’s desire to encourage organisations to integrate more into the community was demonstrated by Dan Lambert, Assistant Headteacher at Netley Abbey junior school.  The school is required to make links with community groups, to help revive a feeling of community spirit.  The use of the Internet and the effects of a modern pace of life have both contributed to a decline in people becoming involved in their communities.  Mrs Queen highlighted that the same people are frequently involved in a number of community organisations, but in different roles.  It was noticeable that community events such as carnivals have been discontinued, as these are frequently seen to be difficult to arrange and manage.

Cllr Palframan thanked Jo Dixon for her presentation and invited people to contact either the Parish Clerk or Ms Dixon if they were interested in forming a steering group or wished to find out more about the Parish Plan process.

5.  Chair of Hound Parish Council's Report

The Chair reported on the Hound Parish Council’s activities over the past year i.e. April 2009 to 31 March 2010.

Ground staff and contractors have continued to keep the four recreation grounds, the Burial Ground and St Mary the Virgin churchyard in good order.  Upgrading of seating and litterbins continues.  Thanks go to Hound Parish Council ground staff and contractors.

All recreation grounds have play equipment installed upon them, and Hound Parish Council is ensuring that the equipment is well maintained through internal and external inspection and requisite remedial and replacement work.

The highlight in this area has been the installation of a skateboard ramp at Butlocks Heath, which has proved to be very popular.  This project was financed entirely from external funds.

Steve Curtis, a local resident and several times a World Speed Boat Champion officially opened the Tankerville sports pavilion on the 14 August 2009.  This facility is being appreciated and well used.  Although vandalism has been an initial problem, an initiative involving HCC outreach workers and the use of the pavilion by local youngsters as an evening meeting point, has helped to modify this.

Old Netley pavilion has been refurbished to ensure the building is fit for purpose over the next two years, when it is hoped that a new building will be in place.  Monies continue to be allocated to this project, both internal and external. 

Two other major projects have been completed this year, The Hard refurbishment adjacent to the entrance to the Royal Victoria Country Park and pathway widening and resurfacing at Castle Field recreation ground.  Funding for these projects was accessed from external sources.  Improvements to footpaths, in conjunction with HCC, have also been ongoing.

Hound Parish Hall and Abbey Hall continue to be assets to the community and hire rates continue to be strong.  The worn out central heating boilers at both halls have been replaced and to further reduce bills, the ceiling at Abbey Hall has been lowered and insulated and Hound Parish Hall ceiling has also been insulated.  Hound Parish Council was successful in obtaining partial funding from external sources for these projects.

The allotments have been fully let all year and there is still a waiting list.

The Friends of Priors Hill Copse are now well established and continue to improve the copse, attracting funding from various sources, including the Heritage Lottery Fund.

Under the Disability Discrimination Act, Hound Parish Council has had all premises surveyed.  We continue to work through the recommendations and during this year the priority has been to install a new frontage at the Parish Office.

Staff members of Hound Parish Council are now well established and continue to upgrade their skills and knowledge through various qualifications.  We have said goodbye to the long-standing caretaker of Hound Parish Hall, June Bangs.  We wish her well in her deserved retirement.  

As with previous years heartfelt thanks go out to all staff without their commitment enthusiasm and specialist knowledge public and councillors would be ill served.  Lastly thanks go to fellow councillors, particularly Cllrs Parker, Jackson and Hawkins for overseeing the various projects. 

6.  Local Organisations 

Mr Lambert of Netley Abbey junior school spoke about the cluster group meetings with schools feeding in to Hamble Community Sports College, which has recently launched the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child and which included representatives from a wide range of local organisations.  The possibility of funding towards the creation of a Parish Plan may be available from educational sources and Mr Lambert expressed his enthusiasm for greater community cohesion.

Sgt Mark O’Hanlon spoke about the police presence in the parish and provided statistics showing the crime results for Hedge End sector, compared to the nationally set targets.  It was noticeable that Hound is a low crime area and that performance targets compared well against those set by central government.  Sgt O’Hanlon highlighted that working practices had been changed to the highest proportion of police officer or PCSO late shifts in the area, to cover the most active time of the day.  The Royal Victoria Country Park has been particularly targeted, as there have been incidents of young people drinking and engaging in anti-social behaviour.  Information about criminal activity is forwarded to the Youth Offending Team and parents, who are responsible for their children’s behaviour.  

It was emphasised that few young people in Hound are convicted, which was due in part to Paul McLeod and the Hampshire Youth Service working with the police and the Royal British Legion, to work with older people on a tribute to the armed forces project.  A sniffer dog demonstration was also held at Hamble Community Sports College to demonstrate how drugs possession can be detected, to educate young people in the dangers of drugs misuse.

In addition there had been work undertaken to address Internet safety, licensing, crime prevention, parking and neighbour nuisance issues.  The public were asked to contact Diccon Bright, the Local Area Co-ordinator for Bursledon, Hamble-le-Rice and Hound at Eastleigh Borough Council, if they had any ongoing problems with illegal parking issues.  A major local breakthrough had occurred when nuisance neighbours, who had been convicted of drugs possession, had been recently evicted.  

The police were also working with BP at Hamble Oil Refinery on the major incident plan and with local landlords on the Pubwatch scheme, the latter resulting in very few incidents in the area.  Traffic speeding is another area the police are monitoring on an ongoing basis.

Sgt O’Hanlon concluded his report by advising that £10million was required for the 2010-2011 financial year and although there was a recruitment drive for more frontline police officers, cuts were likely to the senior officers engaged in non-frontline positions.  The public were encouraged to report incidents to the police, as without information about problems, resources could not be properly allocated.

7.  Public Issues 

A query was raised regarding the future of the Prince Consort Public House and it was noted that the premises were currently closed pending their sale.  

Cllr Palframan thanked all present for attending the meeting, which closed at 8.45pm.

