Minutes of the Special Meeting of the Hound Parish Council held on Monday 28 June 2010 at Abbey Hall, Victoria Road, Netley Abbey, commencing at 7.00pm
PRESENT: Cllr Mrs Queen in the Chair, Cllr Hawkins (Vice-Chair), Cllrs Middleton, Palframan and Smith.  Also present: one member of the public and Mrs Sue Hobbs Parish Clerk.

72. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllrs Forder and Jackson for personal reasons.  A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of accepting the apologies received.

RESOLVED: That the ap0ologies received be accepted.

(Power used: Local Government Act 1972 s85)
73. RECEIVE CLLR MIDDLETON’S DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE
Cllr Middleton completed and signed his Declaration of Acceptance of Office in the presence of the Parish Clerk.

RESOLVED: That Cllr Middleton’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office is received.

(Power used: Local Government Act 1972 s83(4)

74. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST ON ITEMS ON THE AGENDA
No Declarations of Interest on items on the agenda were received.

(Power used: Local Government Act 2000 as amended by the Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct Order) 2007 Para 12(2))

75. RECEIVE AND APPROVE RECOMMENDATIONS OF FINANCE WORKING PARTY MEETING HELD ON 16 JUNE 2010
The Chair invited Cllr Palframan to guide the Members present through the recommendations made.

Recommendation 1: That Cllr Palframan is elected Chair of the Finance Working Party.  A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of accepting the recommendation.

RESOLVED: That Cllr Palframan is elected Chair of the Finance Working Party.  
Recommendation 2: That Cllr Forder is elected Vice-Chair of the Finance Working Party.  A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of accepting the recommendation.

RESOLVED: That Cllr Forder is elected Vice-Chair of the Finance Working Party.  

Recommendation 3: That the Parish Clerk attends the HALC Clerks’ Forum in July 2010 regarding the new NALC Model Standing Orders and reports back to Members.  A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of accepting the recommendation.

RESOLVED: That the Parish Clerk attends the HALC Clerk’s Forum in July 2010 regarding the new NALC Model Standing Orders and reports back to Members.  
Recommendation 4: That the payment of burial fees in advance of interments is included in the risk assessment and financial management document.  A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of accepting the recommendation.

RESOLVED: That the payment of burial fees in advance of interments is included in the risk assessment and financial management document.  

Recommendation 5: That a donation of £250.00 is made to Home-Start Eastleigh using the power of S137 of the Local Government Act 1972 and that a further request is invited later in the financial year.  A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of accepting the recommendation.

RESOLVED: That a donation of £250.00 is made to Home-Start Eastleigh using the power of S137 of the Local Government Act 1972 and that a further request is invited later in the financial year.  
Recommendation 6: That a donation of £240.00 is made to Hampshire Association for the Care of the Blind using the power of S137 of the Local Government Act 1972.  A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of accepting the recommendation.

RESOLVED: That a donation of £240.00 is made to Hampshire Association for the Care of the Blind using the power of S137 of the Local Government Act 1972.  
Recommendation 7: That a donation is not made to the Safe Road User Scheme.  A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of accepting the recommendation.

RESOLVED: That a donation is not made to the Safe Road User Scheme.  
Recommendation 8: That a donation is not made to the Hampshire Farming & Wildlife Advisory Group.  A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of accepting the recommendation.

RESOLVED: That a donation is not made to the Hampshire Farming & Wildlife Advisory Group.
Recommendation 9: That a donation is not made on this occasion to the Friends of Priors Hill Copse (FOPHC).  A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of accepting the recommendation.

RESOLVED: That a donation is not made on this occasion to the Friends of Priors Hill Copse (FOPHC).
Recommendation 10: That a donation of £551.75 is made to Vitalise using the power of S137 of the Local Government Act 1972.  A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of accepting the recommendation.

RESOLVED: That a donation of £551.75 is made to Vitalise using the power of S137 of the Local Government Act 1972.  
Recommendation 11: That the issue of character references for the Clerk/RFO for insurance purposes be referred to the next Personnel Working Party meeting for further discussion, after enquiring what form the reference should take.  A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of accepting the recommendation.

RESOLVED: That the issue of character references for the Clerk/RFO for insurance purposes be referred to the next Personnel Working Party meeting for further discussion, after enquiring what form the reference should take.  
Recommendation 12: That the Parish Clerk investigates suitable organisations with which to invest the proposed EMR of £148,652.00, in the short-term (3-6 months) and long-term.  A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of accepting the recommendation.

RESOLVED: That the Parish Clerk investigates suitable organisations with which to invest the proposed EMR of £148,652.00, in the short-term (3-6 months) and long-term.  
Recommendation 13: That the recommendations received from the Internal Auditor be accepted.  A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of accepting the recommendation.  The Parish Clerk spoke about the items within the fixed asset register which were not insured, which included the Boat House, which is insured by the Scout Association as lessee.  The remaining items were discussed and it was proposed, seconded and voted in favour of referring the remaining items to the next Finance Working Party meeting for discussion.  
RESOLVED: That the recommendations received from the Internal Auditor be accepted and that the items not insured within the fixed asset register be referred to the next Finance Working Party meeting for discussion.

Recommendation 14: That the Parish Clerk makes enquiries with EBC as to its investment criteria, to check if this would affect Hound Parish Council’s ability to invest with the same organisations.  A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of accepting the recommendation.

RESOLVED: That the Parish Clerk makes enquiries with EBC as to its investment criteria, to check if this would affect Hound Parish Council’s ability to invest with the same organisations.  

76. RECEIVE AND APPROVE YEAR END STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS AND AUDIT REPORT FOR 2009 – 2010 FINANCIAL YEAR
Section 1 of the Annual Return for the year ended 31 March 2010 to the Audit Commission was itemised and a proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of approving the Year End Statement of Accounts and Audit Report for 2009 – 2010 financial year.  The Chair and the Parish Clerk duly signed and dated Section 1 of the Annual Return.

RESOLVED: That the Year End Statement of Accounts and Audit Report for 2009 – 2010 financial year be approved.

77. RECEIVE AND APPROVE STATEMENT OF ASSURANCE FOR AUDIT RETURN TO 31 MARCH 2010

Section 2 of the Annual Return for the year ended 31 March 2010 to the Audit Commission was itemised and a proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of approving the Statement of Assurance for Audit Return to 31 March 2010.  The Chair and the Parish Clerk duly signed and dated Section 2 of the Annual Return.

RESOLVED: That the Statement of Assurance for Audit Return to 31 March 2010 be approved.

78. RECEIVE CLLR PARKER’S RESIGNATION
The Chair advised the Members present that she had received a letter of resignation from Cllr Parker and the Parish Clerk had advertised the vacancy to be filled by election if requested by ten electors of the parish.  If an election was not called, the parish council would be able to fill the vacancy by co-option.  A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of accepting Cllr Parker’s resignation and for a letter of thanks to be sent on behalf of the Council.

RESOLVED: That Cllr Parker’s resignation be accepted and a letter of thanks be sent on behalf of the Council.

79. DATE AND PLACE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting was scheduled to take place on Monday 12 July 2010 at Hound Parish Hall, at 7.00pm.

The meeting closed at 7.50pm.
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