Minutes of the Special Meeting of the Hound Parish Council on Wednesday 2 December 2009 at Hound Parish Hall

Present: Cllr Palframan, Cllr Mrs Queen, Parker, Forder, McNulty, Cllr Mrs Wyse. Also present: Nick Tustian Chief Finance Officer  Eastleigh Borough Council, Mrs Sue Hobbs Parish Clerk and Mrs Zoe Brogan Assistant Parish Clerk

Nick Tustian, Chief Finance Officer Eastleigh Borough Council gave a presentation on Asset Transfers and explained that Eastleigh Borough Council would pay any legal costs HPC incurs on any assets it agrees to take on up to £500 per asset (any costs which may exceed this should be discussed in advance with Nick).

QUESTIONS TO NICK TUSTIAN ARISING FROM PRESENTATION

In response to a question from Cllr Mrs Queen Nick Tustian informed Council that the explanation pamphlet issued with the Council Tax invoices for 2009/10 did lack clarity in explaining special expenses. In hindsight EBC is aware that the explanation of special expenses could have been more transparent. Nick Tustian stated that it is not financially viable for Eastleigh Borough Council to manage the public toilets at Abbey Hall and that if Hound Parish Council does not take over all costs for managing the toilets EBC would close them down. Several Councillors remarked that the toilets are the only public toilets in the parish and were relied on by many people including elderly residents and parents and children using the play areas, particularly in the Summer months. 

Cllr Mrs Wyse arrived 7.30pm.

Nick informed Council that a buy back service would be available via EBC for all services on assets that HPC agrees to take on (excluding the Abbey Hall toilets). Nick stated that if HPC would like specific details relating to individual asset transfer options Diccon Bright would be able to arrange for contractors to meet with HPC.

Cllr Palframan thanked Nick Tustian for attending the meeting and providing a clear explanation of special expenses and answering questions related to asset transfers.

237. TO RECEIVE AND ACCEPT APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies were received from Cllrs Airey, Hawkins and West.

(Power used: Local Government Act 1972 s85)

238. TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL OR PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS ON ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

There were no declarations of interest.

239. TO RECEIVE COUNCILLORS’ RESOLUTIONS AS PER STANDING FORDER 13 (A)

(i) Received from Cllr McNulty: Cllr McNulty gave a brief background on the resolutions put forward. He explained that to move forward he had looked at transfer options that fell within our area of expertise and that some of them we have managed anyway for some time. If chosen these options would allow HPC to assess the practicalities and costs of taking on further transfers at a later date.

Recommendation (i)(a) ‘That Hound Parish Council agrees to the transfer of the portion of Old Netley recreation ground from Eastleigh Borough Council’. A proposal was received, seconded and unanimously agreed that Hound Parish Council agrees to the transfer of the portion of Old Netley recreation ground from Eastleigh Borough Council’

RESOLVED: That Hound Parish Council agrees to the transfer of the portion of Old Netley recreation ground from Eastleigh Borough Council’.

Recommendation (i)(b) ‘That Hound Parish Council agrees to the transfer of Priory Road allotment site from Eastleigh Borough Council’. A proposal was received, seconded and unanimously agreed that Hound Parish Council agrees to the transfer of Priory Road allotment site from Eastleigh Borough Council’

RESOLVED: That Hound Parish Council agrees to the transfer of Priory Road allotment site from Eastleigh Borough Council’.

Recommendation (i)(c) ‘That Hound Parish Council agrees to the transfer of Butlocks Heath green from Eastleigh Borough Council’. Following a brief discussion a proposal was received, and agreed five for and one against that Hound Parish Council agrees to the transfer of Butlocks Heath green from Eastleigh Borough Council’.

RESOLVED: That Hound Parish Council agrees to the transfer of Butlocks Heath green from Eastleigh Borough Council’.

Recommendation (i)(d) ‘That Hound Parish Council agrees to the transfer of Abbey Hall public lavatories from Eastleigh Borough Council’ The Clerk informed Cllrs that Hamble Parish Council have already sought quotes for a contractor to clean and open/close toilets and that we could expect to pay a similar amount. In response to Cllr Parkers concerns that the toilets have a reputation of   undesirable activities taking place there, Cllr McNulty stated that the elderly residents and parents of children playing on the recreation ground rely on the toilets and that they are the only public toilets in the Parish. Cllr Wyse added that the project to improve the paths on the foreshore is likely to attract an increase in the number of visitors who would also benefit from the toilets remaining open. 

The Clerk read from a letter received from HPCs solicitor, which states that the EBC lease for the toilets does not contain any statutory obligation that EBC has to keep them open. A brief discussion followed during which various suggestions were made as to what opening hours and security could be put in place if HPC decided to agree to the transfer and it was decided that the details could be decided at a later date. A proposal was received, and agreed five for and one against that Hound Parish Council agrees to the transfer of Abbey Hall public lavatories from Eastleigh Borough Council’

RESOLVED:  ‘That Hound Parish Council agrees to the transfer of Abbey Hall public lavatories from Eastleigh Borough Council’

Recommendation (i)(e) ‘That Hound Parish Council agrees to defer any further decisions regarding the transfer of assets from Eastleigh Borough Council to Hound Parish Council until preparations are made for the 2011 – 2012 budget’

A proposal was received, seconded and unanimously agreed That Hound Parish Council agrees to defer any further decisions regarding the transfer of assets from Eastleigh Borough Council to Hound Parish Council until preparations are made for the 2011 – 2012 budget’

RESOLVED: ) ‘That Hound Parish Council agrees to defer any further decisions regarding the transfer of assets from Eastleigh Borough Council to Hound Parish Council until preparations are made for the 2011 – 2012 budget’

240. Date and place of next meeting (Council meeting Monday 14 December 2009 at Hound Parish Hall, Woolston Road, Butlocks Heath at 7.00pm)
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