Minutes of the Special Precept Meeting of the Hound Parish Council held on Monday 19 January 2009 at Hound Parish Hall

PRESENT: Cllr Palframan in the Chair, Cllr Jackson (Vice-Chair), Cllrs Airey, Forder, McNulty, Parker, Mrs Queen, West and Mrs Wyse.  Also present: Mrs Sue Hobbs Parish Clerk.

221. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Cllr Mrs Draper.

(Power used: Local Government Act 1972 s85)

222. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST ON ITEMS ON THE AGENDA
No Declarations of Interest were received.

(Power used: Local Government Act 2000 as amended by the Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct Order) 2007)

223. RECEIVE AND DISCUSS NOTES OF FINANCE WORKING PARTY MEETING HELD ON 12 JANUARY 2009

The Chair as Chair of the Finance Working Party guided Councillors through the recommendations received from the meeting held on 12 January 2009.

Recommendation 1: That Standing Orders are reviewed when the new NALC model document has been received from HALC.  A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of accepting the recommendation.

RESOLVED: That Standing Orders are reviewed when the new NALC model document has been received from HALC.  

Recommendation 2: That a 5% payment retention for projects costing over £1000.00 is implemented and that such projects are formally signed off at a Council meeting before final payment is made.  Discussion followed, that a 5% retention was considered normal practice.  A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of accepting the recommendation.

RESOLVED: That a 5% payment retention for projects costing over £1000.00 is implemented and that such projects are formally signed off at a Council meeting before final payment is made.  
Recommendation 3: That the Parish Clerk makes enquiries to ascertain if protection up to £50,000.00 of investment in one organisation was applicable to public bodies, as per the arrangements in place for private investors.  It was noted that monies invested with EBC should be protected.  A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of accepting the recommendation.

RESOLVED: That the Parish Clerk makes enquiries to ascertain if protection up to £50,000.00 of investment in one organisation was applicable to public bodies, as per the arrangements in place for private investors.  

Recommendation 4: That the funds previously allocated for the PWLB loans for Abbey Hall and Hound Parish Hall should be allocated in future as a priority, to maintain the two halls to a good standard.  A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of accepting the recommendation.

RESOLVED: That the funds previously allocated for the PWLB loans for Abbey Hall and Hound Parish Hall should be allocated in future as a priority, to maintain the two halls to a good standard.  

(Cllr Mrs Wyse arrived at 7.20pm.)

Recommendation 5: That the quotation received from Cannon Horticulture to inspect the four recreation grounds at a cost of £87.00 per monthly visit to all four sites, is accepted.  Discussion followed regarding the proposed budget of £5000.00 allocated for play equipment maintenance and whether this was sufficient to cover the cost of inspections and repairs.  The three quotations received were not on a like-for-like basis and a direct comparison was not possible in this instance.  A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of accepting the quotation received from Cannon Horticulture at a cost of £87.00 per visit per month to all four sites, to include the MUGA be accepted and the remedial work required completed as a priority.  

RESOLVED: That the quotation received from Cannon Horticulture at a cost of £87.00 per visit per month to all four sites, to include the MUGA be accepted and the remedial work required completed as a priority.  

Recommendation 6: That the Chargehand Groundsman advises as to the most suitable replacement vehicle, when the lease for the current model terminates in December 2009.  A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of accepting the recommendation.

RESOLVED: That the Chargehand Groundsman advises as to the most suitable replacement vehicle, when the lease for the current model terminates in December 2009.  

224. RECEIVE AND DISCUSS NOTES OF STATION ROAD RECREATION GROUND WORKING PARTY MEETING HELD ON 14 JANUARY 2009
The Chair invited Cllr West to present the recommendations received from the meeting held on 14 January 2009.

Recommendation 1: That the replacement floodlight supply equipment quotation is forwarded to Netley Central Sports FC, as the floodlights are the Club’s responsibility.  A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of accepting the recommendation.

RESOLVED: That the replacement floodlight supply equipment quotation is forwarded to Netley Central Sports FC, as the floodlights are the Club’s responsibility.  

Recommendation 2: That the new building is named the Tankerville Sports Pavilion, to recognise the donation of land for the recreation ground.  A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of accepting the recommendation.

RESOLVED: That the new building is named the Tankerville Sports Pavilion, to recognise the donation of land for the recreation ground.  

Recommendation 3: That the four electric wall heaters from Station Road recreation ground pavilion are relocated to Old Netley pavilion.  A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of accepting the recommendation.

RESOLVED: That the four electric wall heaters from Station Road recreation ground pavilion are relocated to Old Netley pavilion.  

Recommendation 4: That a plaque is installed inside the new building, to provide a history of the recreation ground and to acknowledge the funding contributions received.  A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of accepting the recommendation.

RESOLVED: That a plaque is installed inside the new building, to provide a history of the recreation ground and to acknowledge the funding contributions received.  

Recommendation 5: That Iwan Thomas is approached to open the new building.  Cllr West asked for the recommendation to read ‘to formally open the new building’.  Cllr Mrs Queen suggested that should Mr Thomas be unable to fulfill this request, that an approach be made to World Powerboat Champion, Steve Curtis.  A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of the revised recommendation, that Iwan Thomas is approached to formally open the new building, or if he is unable to fulfill this request, that an approach be made to World Powerboat Champion, Steve Curtis.  

RESOLVED: That Iwan Thomas is approached to formally open the new building, or if he is unable to fulfill this request, that an approach be made to World Powerboat Champion, Steve Curtis.  

(Cllr Airey arrived at 7.55pm.)

Recommendation 6: That the quotation received from Church Street Security Systems to install CCTV equipment for the new building, at a cost of £4178.00 + VAT is accepted.  Discussion took place regarding the quality of monochrome pictures in night time hours and the need for two alternative quotations.  It was suggested that the Parish Clerk contact the Crime Reduction Officer at Eastleigh police station for advice.  The next site meeting with Michael Weakley and Stuart Payne of Tildan would take place on Tuesday 20 January 2009, when it would be requested that a demonstration of the CCTV equipment be provided at the Council meeting to be held on 26 January 2009.  A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of the revised recommendation, to request two additional quotations from Michael Weakley and a demonstration of the most suitable CCTV equipment for use at night time, after consultation with the Crime Reduction Officer.

RESOLVED: That two additional quotations are obtained by Michael Weakley and a demonstration of the most suitable CCTV equipment for use at night time, after consultation with the Crime Reduction Officer.

Recommendation 7: That the quotation received from Tildan Construction Limited to apply the Rocol anti-graffiti treatment to the new building at a cost of £2876.00 is accepted.  A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of accepting the recommendation.

RESOLVED: That the quotation received from Tildan Construction Limited to apply the Rocol anti-graffiti treatment to the new building at a cost of £2876.00 is accepted.  

Recommendation 8: That the quotation received from G Harris to demolish the Station Road recreation ground pavilion at a cost of £3400.00 + VAT is accepted.  A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of accepting the recommendation.

RESOLVED: That the quotation received from G Harris to demolish the Station Road recreation ground pavilion at a cost of £3400.00 + VAT is accepted.  

Recommendation 9: That the future maintenance of the foul water pump is discussed at the next site meeting to take place on 20 January 2009.  It was noted that it may be possible to include provision in Hound Parish Council’s policy to cover the breakdown of the foul water pump.  A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of accepting the recommendation.

RESOLVED: That the future maintenance of the foul water pump is discussed at the next site meeting to take place on 20 January 2009.  

225. DISCUSS PRECEPT REQUEST FOR 2009 – 2010 FINANCIAL YEAR, TOGETHER WITH PARISH CLERK’S BRIEFING NOTES FOR THE DRAFT BUDGET 2009 - 2010
Prior to discussion, recommendation 7 of the Finance Working Party meeting held on 12 January 2009 was discussed, that an Asset Transfer budget of some £5000.00 is created, anticipating the transfer of areas identified by EBC.  It was noted that the costs of transferring any assets from EBC to Hound Parish Council would be referred to a future council meeting for full and informed discussion.  
Recommendation 8 of the Finance Working Party meeting held on 12 January 2009 was received, that Hound Parish Council applies a 3% increase and requesting a Precept of £272,125.00 for 2009 – 2010.  The Parish Clerk’s briefing notes had been distributed to Councillors in advance of the meeting, which itemised the cost centres and budget codes for each of Hound Parish Council’s facilities and functions.  

The Chair gave a resume of the current financial position, which has had far reaching effects worldwide to date and it was impossible to predict how this would alter in the forthcoming financial year.  The proposed 3% increase was seen to be a modest and conservative increase given the unpredictability of the financial situation, which would also provide a balanced budget not reliant upon using reserves.

A query was received regarding the service contracts for Abbey Hall and if provision had been made for additional window cleaning, given the extra use of the hall, which had yet to be explored.  

An observation was made that Hound Parish Council should aim to push down prices quoted for works, to seek best value for money at all times.

Queries were raised regarding staffing and service contracts for the new changing rooms building at Station Road recreation ground and it was noted that the Personnel Working Party would discuss the staff issue in the near future and that the service contracts budget was based on the figures for the old buildings and may be subject to change when the new building has been completed.

A proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of accepting the recommendation 7 from the Finance Working Party meeting held on 12 January 2009, that an Asset Transfer budget of some £5000.00 is created, anticipating the transfer of areas identified by EBC.

RESOLVED: That an Asset Transfer budget of some £5000.00 is created, anticipating the transfer of areas identified by EBC.

After some discussion, a proposal was received, seconded and voted in favour of accepting recommendation 8 from the Finance Working Party meeting held on 12 January 2009, that Hound Parish Council applies a 3% increase and requests a Precept of £272,125.00 for 2009 – 2010.  
RESOLVED: That Hound Parish Council applies a 3% increase and requests a Precept of £272,125.00 for 2009 – 2010.  
226. DATE AND PLACE OF NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting as scheduled to take place on Monday 26 January 2009 at Abbey Hall, commencing at 6.30pm, when the Mayor of Eastleigh Cllr Derek Pretty will be in attendance.

The meeting closed at 8.50pm.
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